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TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1876-77.
Selectmen and Overseers of the Poor.
WALTER BABB. H. G. FIELDS.
N. D. BLAKE.
Town Cleric.
JOHN LARRABEE.
Treasurer.
GEORGE NEWHALL.
Collector.
ANSEL B. PIERCE.
Assessors.
C. H. EDMONDS. J. C. CURRIER.
G. W. FARNSWORTH.
Water Commissioners.
W. IRVING ELLIS . . Term expires 1879.
JOSEPH D. WILDE
.
44 “ 1878.
JOSEPH R. SIMONDS 44 (C 1877.
School Committee.
S. A. RANLETT . Term expires 1879.
MISS PHOEBE A. NORRIS (< 44 1879.
MRS. A. V. LYNDE . «< 44 1878.
W. IRVING ELLIS . <( 44 1877.
MRS. J. C. CURRIER a 44 1877.
LAFAYETTE BURR . u 44 1877.
Highway Surveyors.
JAMES MARSHALL. GEORGE P. FULLER.
L. T. FREEMAN.
Engineers of the Fire Department.
J. G. EMERSON. J. M. THOMAS.
R. W. CHANDLER.
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Trustees of the Public Library.
FREDERIC KIDDER. E. H. GOSS. C. C. BARRY.
HANNAH LYNDE. ADDIE A. NICHOLS.
Bepresentative in the General Court.
W. IRVING ELLIS.
A. B, PIERCE.
Constables.
H. B. NEWHALL.
H. C. RICHARDSON.
JOSEPH HOLBROOK.
JOHN R. NORTON.
Auditors.
FRANK E. ORCUTT.
M. L. RAY.
Fence Viewers.
N. HOWARD.
Measurer of Wood and Bark. Weigher of Hay and Coal
S. E. BENSON.
GEO. NEWHALL.
Committee on Cemeteries.
JOHN LARRABEE. N. HOWARD.
OTIS HOWARD.
Field Drivers.
CHAS. BARRETT.
FRANK GIBBONS.
STEPHEN HYDE.
Pound Keeper.
H. G. FIELDS.
Sealer of Weights and Measures.
JOHN L. CHAMBERS {resigned).
Police Officers.
A. B. PIERCE.
JOSEPH HOLBROOK.
J. D. LITTLEFIELD.
HENRY ROBINSON.
H. W. CUSHMAN.
H. B. NEWHALL.
N. HOWARD.
II. C. RICHARDSON.
E. H. YOUNG.
AI ROWE.
REPORT OF SELECTMEN.
Fellow Citizens :
Time, in its hurried flight, brings us again to the close of
another financial year, and, as has been the uniform custom,
we present to you our annual report, containing a faithful
record of the receipts and expenditures for the past year.
In many respects this has been an eventful year ; for
besides being remembered as the centennial year of our
nation, it will be remembered by every business interest as
one of the most depressing, in its financial aspect, through
which we have been called upon to pass. Everywhere the
needy poor have increased, and many men who a year or
two ago were considered wealthy and on the high wave of
success find that, by a succession of reverses, they are barely
able to stem the current. On every hand the cry is, " Re-
trenchmsnt ! ” and fully appreciating its full import, we
have endeavored, without being niggard or mean, to so
scrutinize every claim upon the treasury that not a dollar
should be spent that was not actually necessary.
We ask your careful consideration of all the matters pre-
sented, feeling sure that they will meet with the approval of
the liberal-minded citizens of Melrose.
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, JULY 4, 1876.
In accordance with the President’s proclamation, we ap-
pointed a committee of citizens to arrange for a proper
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celebration of the day, with the express proviso that no
expense should accrue to the town. This committee held
various meetings and faithfully performed their duties, and
no town in this Commonwealth enjoyed a more sensible or
rational day’s festival— one in which the aged and the young
were alike cared for— than our own town
;
and thanks to
the committee and the liberality of our citizens, sufficient
money was subscribed to meet the entire expense. A full
and complete historical account of the exercises of the day
has been published by E. H. Goss, Esq., and should be in
the possession of every citizen.
PRESENTATION OF FLAG.
Ill connection with the above, the ladies of our town, not
to be outdone in patriotic deeds, procured a large and costly
American flag, which on this day was presented in their
behalf. We have caused a staff to be placed upon the Town
Hall, where hereafter, on all public occasions, this flag shall
ever remind us of the patriotism of the ladies in this cen-
tennial year.
NEW REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT.
Early in July, notice was received from the County Com-
missioners that they were about to make a new apportion-
ment of representative districts for the county, and gave
notice of a hearing for that purpose. At that hearing we
were present, and strongly urged the separation from adjoin-
ing towns and the importance of making our town a district
of itself. We met considerable opposition from our neigh-
bors, who urged every argument to defeat this proposition,
but were glad to find, when the result was promulgated,
that our view had been sustained by the Board. By this
action our town is directly represented, and in no case liable
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to be misrepresented by the votes of other towns who have
no special interest in our local affairs. Our last election
was held under the new rule.
*
POOR.
The continued stagnation of trade and a conserpient scarcity
of employment has made labor, the only resource of our poor,
without demand, and the most strenuous efforts have been
made by the organizations and citizens who possessed the
means to tide over what has been universally felt to be the
worst year ever known for this class of our citizens. But
for these kind charities we must have been compelled to
largely exceed the appropriation for this department. One
hundred and twenty persons have applied for and received
aid during the year. Of these, ninety-four have legal pauper
settlements in this town, fifty per cent of which have matured
under the new law, passed at the session of 1874.
The number who have been fully supported for the whole
or a part of the year is fourteen.
There are four in the Hospital for the Insane, an increase
of two for the year. Those remaining belong to the State
sick department, for whom bills are presented, and to those
towns for whom we are providing at their expense. A large
number have applied who had no claim upon us, and received
no aid, but were referred to their places of settlement or to
the State.
Two hundred and seventy-one tramps have been provided
with lodgings in the lock-up.
The cost of maintenance of the poor for the year has been
eighty-seven cents to each inhabitant.
A careful examination of reports in other places, conducted
under the almshouse system, show that the cost in those
places ha3 been from one dollar and ten to one dollar and fifty
cents for each inhabitant.
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It is due to the acting overseer to say that a large amount
of additional labor is imposed upon him that would not arise
under the almshouse system. The extreme difficulty of pro-
curing asylums for the aged and infirm, as well as the sick,
in any of the institutions of other places, at reasonable cost,
compels him to seek them in private families, or to adopt
expedients which are usually temporary, and liable to change
at a moment’s notice. These cases often present the alterna-
tives of a dilemma extremely embarrassing, which could not
happen if we had an asylum of our own. To this is added
the regular work of the overseer, to be done under any sys-
tem of provision for the poor, and which has been greatly
augmented by the growing importance of this department.
We believe that your officer has faithfully fulfilled those re-
quirements of law upon which our rights in the varied cases
depend, and which often include many questions under the
pauper laws, which raise controversies with other munici-
palities, for which a correspondence has to be conducted,
sometimes greatly extended and burdensome, but which in
every case for the past year has been terminated without
litigation.
We believe that the results have justified the labor and
the cost, which has been little or nothing above that of the
previous year.
While the exigency of the times makes it sure that the
number of our poor must increase, we feel that we cannot
close this report without sounding the note of warning in the
ears of our tax-payers that the present system of legislation
makes it more sure.
We are painfully aware that a. burden is rolling up for the
future too formidable to be thrown off, unless our public ser-
vants be prompt to provide more friendly enactments, and to
define more strictly those statutes which profess to regulate
the bringing of strangers into our borders, who are nowo o o 7
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swelling the number whose settlements are maturing in a
double ratio to those of the former terms. A wholesale
immigration, induced by capitalists, for the public works,
together with the Act of 1872, taking the bonds and head-
money off alien passengers, the evasion of the statutes by
the lines of public communication from the other States and
the Provinces, had operated to fill our communities and our
State institutions wfith a demoralized element, who are
always in a suffering condition, and, without constant labor,
are dependent upon the charities of those where they may
happen to locate.
To relieve the State institutions of this burden, the new
settlement law of 1874 was passed, by which nearly all who
had been State paupers were thrown upon the towns and
cities where they happened to reside, and which matured the
settlements of a large percentage of our own adopted citi-
zens. Still the State institutions find little or no relief.
They are filled with paupers, criminals, and lunatics, and
they continue to come. Public buildings are being erected
and enlarged to hold them, involving an expense of millions ;
pauper taxes are increasing, and will continue to increase,
until we correct the mistakes of the past by again providing
those safeguards which our fathers wisely erected, and which
were sufficiently broad and liberal to meet the demands of
duty and humanity, yet stringent to be just
,
effectual to pro-
tect against the burdens which are now bearing us down, and
which should be carried by others.
We unite in recommending the sum of $3,500 for the sup-
port of our poor for the ensuing year.
LIGHTING STREETS.
In accordance with the vote passed at the last annual town
meeting, we advertised for proposals for the current year.
Three parties responded, viz. : —
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Union Gas Light Co., of Boston.
R. F. Clayton, of Melrose.
Globe Gas Light Co., of Boston.
Each and every one of which offered to take the contract for
$14.50 per post.
As the Globe Company had done the lighting for the past
three years in a satisfactory manner, and was as low as
either of the others, we voted unanimously to renew the
contract with them.
We believe they have done all in their power to fulfil their
contract, and have always courteously heeded and practi-
cally put in operation any suggestion coming from our
Board.
ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHTS.
Five new posts were added during the year and paid for
from the appropriation, as follows : —
Corner Lake Avenue and Tremont Street.
Youle Street, nearly opposite residence of M. C. Fitch.
Otis Street, near the residence of R. F. Maxwell.
Cedar Park, near the residence of H. Munroe.
Upham Street, opposite Dell Avenue.
In addition to these, Mr. H. F. Ehlert, of Linwood
Avenue, offered to erect a post at his own expense, provided
the town would light it, to which proposition we acceded,
thus making six posts additional for the year, and a total of
ninety in the town.
BERWICK STREET.
In accordance with the vote of the town, we received
proposals for the grading and drainage of Berwick Street.
We soon found that to do all that was expected for the
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amount of appropriation, $300, was out of the question.
We therefore gave the contract to the lowest bidder, who
has acceptably performed his contract and put the street in a
serviceable condition. Mr. Furber, of the Boston & Maine
Railroad, has time and again promised to fill in on his land
at the lower end of the street, and when this is done we
believe that it will compare favorably with the average of
streets in our town.
FUEL FOR TOWN PURPOSES.
Until last year the fuel for the poor and for public build-
ings was purchased in the ordinary way, each department
purchasing what was needed for its special use and paying
the regular rates.
Last year, in conjunction with the School Board, we
advertised for proposals, and the result was a great saving to
the town. This plan was adhered to this year, and our
supply has been furnished at a very low rate, the contract
having been given to the lowest bidder.
.
HIGHWAYS.
Our streets have been well taken care of, and we think
general satisfaction given by the surveyors. It is impos-
sible, with a limited appropriation, to comply with every
request, but we believe that courteous treatment has been
received by all who have had business with them, and all
has been done that the appropriation would allow.
FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Our Fire Department was never in better condition, and
the prompt manner in which all alarms have been responded
12 REPORT OF SELECTMEN.
to the past year can but inspire confidence in this branch of
service.
Jt is composed of men who shrink from no duty, and we
are glad to know that our citizens fully appreciate their ser-
vices. The standard of membership is high, and is about as
difficult to attain as in most of our other organizations. Some
of our companies have a fund set apart for those of their
members wTho maybe injured or sick by reason of service, —
an object which will commend itself to all thinking minds.
POLICE.
Our community has become so peaceable as to hardly need
a police force, except for special duty from time to time.
No appropriation was made last year, and we have been
miming this department for two years on one appropriation.
A small appropriation will be necessary this year.
RECEIVING TOMB.
During the year a receiving tomb has been erected in
Wyoming Cemetery. The matter of building, contracting,
etc., has been done under the direction of the cemetery
committee, and we are convinced that the money has been
well expended. For a detailed account, we refer you to the
report of the committee.
STATE AID.
It is gratifying to note that the whole amount paid by our
town for aid, during the year 1875, has been approved at the
State House and properly refunded to our treasurer.
DRAINAGE.
There is, probably, no money spent which gives such
general satisfaction to all interests as that spent in thorough,
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permanent drainage. During the year we have had the
brook cleaned out its entire length and every obstacle which
would impede its flow removed. Several other portions of
the town have been attended to, notably one at Otis and
Vinton Streets, also the easterly portion of Emerson Street,
as well as several smaller jobs that have required but a small
outlay.
We would recommend a small appropriation for drainage
each year, feeling that in no other way can a limited amount
be so satisfactorily expended.
TOWN HALL.
The hall has not been let enough to pay the running
expenses of the building ; but it should be borne in mind
that all of the town officers have nice rooms rent free, which,
if compelled to pay rent therefor at current rates, would
yield a handsome income.
The building is now well supplied with everything neces-
sary to enable it to hold its reputation as one of the finest
town buildings in our State.
At the beginning of the year, in accordance with the vote
of the town, we advertised for proposals for the janitorship,
and awarded the same to Mr. H. G. Fields for the sum of
$300 per annum.
SUITS.
The petition of Geo. Wm. Philips, administrator, to the
County Commissioners for a jury to assess damages for re-
moval of Dyer Dam, was, on motion of counsel for the town,
dismissed. The petitioner took the case by certiorari to the
Supreme Court. The judge presiding sustained the order
dismissing the petition, but reported the whole matter to the
full bench to pass upon the question whether the town is
liable for further assessment. The case has been argued, and
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is awaiting the decision of the Court. Anticipating a final
decision dismissing this suit, a new petition for jury trial has
been brought, returnable to the Superior Court for Middlesex,
March term.
The suit of Nelson Cochrane vs. the town, in which the
Court ordered verdict for the town and reported to the Su-
preme Court as to whether the plaintiff could, on the facts
as he claims them to be, recover for any of the items in his
account, was heard, and the Court decided "that the case
should be submitted to the jury on the item of car fares at
least.”
The suits of Taylor for water damage, and the town of
Malden for support of pauper, were not reached at the last
term of Court, and will be tried at the present term.
The exceptions in the case of Farnsworth vs. the town
were argued at the January term of Supreme Judicial Court,
and at the present writing no decision rendered.
ARMORY.
Last year the State, instead of paying back to our town
the sum agreed upon ($600) for rent, only paid $484, with
the statement by the adjutant general that the appropriation
would not allow the full amount agreed upon. This we sub-
mitted to, as we were told that the whole appropriation had
been divided pro rata
,
and that all had fared alike.
This year we were surprised to learn that the appropriation
would allow the payment of only sixty per cent of the
amount agreed upon. We at once drew up a petition asking
the Legislature to refund the amounts held back. Our rep-
resentative, W. I. Ellis, presented the petition and had it
referred to the Committee on Claims. At this writing no
report has been made. We have been assured a hearing
before the committee, and hope to report a favorable result.
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' CONCLUSION.
In closing this part of the report we feel to congratulate
our citizens upon the favorable condition which every depart-
ment of our town is found by the report herewith submitted.
Every appropriation, with one exception (school contingent),
has a credit to its fund. This has been accomplished by a
careful expenditure in all departments, and a rigid scrutiny
of every bill presented.
During the three years last passed our town debt has been
reduced $30,000. Our rate of taxation has been reduced
from $16 per thousand to $13 per thousand, and with care in
making appropriations may be still further reduced the
present year.
Our interest account is growing perceptibly less each year,
and we find ourselves in the healthiest financial condition
possible. With all the great benefits derived from being in
possession of the improvements of modern times, we feel
that nothing is wanting but the revival of the business inter-
ests of the country to place our town in the front rank of the
old Bay State.
)
Respectfully submitted.
WALTER BABB,
H. G. FIELDS,
N. D. BLAKE,
Selectmen of Melrose .
REPORT OF BOARD OF HEALTH.
We have been called upon many times during the year to
abate nuisances, mostly trivial in their nature, one great
cause of complaint being the cleansing of vaults during the
hot summer weather. This should be strictly avoided, and
with care it seems as if it could always be done at a season
of the year when little or no offence would be given to the
neighbors.
We trust there will be no cause for complaint in this direc-
tion during the year before us.
The scarlet fever having made its appearance in our com-
munity, and being contagious in its character, we made such
rules as to us seemed called for to protect our people from
its ravages, and in conjunction with the School Board feel
that, unitedly, everything was done of a sanitary nature that
the circumstances called for.
Our town, generally, was never in a more healthy condi-
tion, or with less cause of complaint from disturbing elements
affecting its sanitary condition.
Respectfully submitted.
NATHAN D. BLAKE,
WALTER BABB,
H. G. FIELDS,
Board of Health .
REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK.
Statistics of Births , Marriages , and Deaths in the Town of
Melrose
,
during the Year 1876.
BIRTHS.
Whole number .......
More than last year ......
Males, 49 ; females, 40.
Born of American parents . . . .61
" foreign " .... 19
" American male and foreign female . 4
" foreign male and American female . 5
Average of one birth to 45 inhabitants.
Number of children in town, Jan. 1, 1877, born in
other places during the year 1876 ....
89
7
89
8
INTENTfONS OF MARRIAGE RECORDED.
Whole number of couples . 32
Both parties residing in Melrose . . 16
But one party residing in Melrose . • 16
MARRIAGES.
Whole number ..... . . 32
More than last year . . . . 1
Both parties American .... . 25 '
foreign .... 2
Parties American and foreign . 5
2
32
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First marriage of persons 49
Second " 14
Third " 1
64— 32 couples.
The oldest person married . 66
The youngest " " • • • 17
Average of one marriage to 125 inhabitants.
DEATHS.
Whole number
Less than last year
Males (married)
Females " ...
Widows ....
Widowers ....
Males (single) .
.
,
Females " ...
Under one year . • •
Over 1 year and under 10 year:
" 10 « tt 20 f»
" 20 « ft 30 tt
oCO
tt 40 tt
" 40 tt tt 50 tt
" 50 tt 60 tt
" 60 tt tt 70 tt
" 70 ft tt 80 tt
ceO tt tt 90 tt
61
19
15
8
9
2
13
14
61
7
6
3
10
5
4
7
10
4
5
61
Average of one death to 66 inhabitants.
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DISEASE OR CAUSE OF DEATH.
Apoplexy, 2 ; Anaemia, 1 ; Adenitis Maligna, 1 ; Acute
Congestion of Lungs and Angina Pectoris, 1 ; Anaemia and
Cardiac Embolism, 1 ; Bright’s Disease and Heart Disease, 1
;
Consumption, 9 ; Congestion of Lungs, 1 ; Cerebral Disease
and Apoplexy, 1 ; Cancer, 2 ; Cystitis, 1 ; Cholera Infan-
tum, 1 ; Canker, 1 ; Cardiac Dropsy, 1 ; Diphtheria, 1
;
Dysentery, 1 ; Dysentery Typhoid, 1 ; Drowned and acci-
dental, 2 ; Epilepsy and Convulsions, 1 ; Fracture of Thigh
and Congestion, 1 ; Fracture of Spine, 1 ; Hepatitis, 1
Heart Disease, 2 ; Inanition, 3 ; Intro-susception and Morti-
fication, 1 ; Injury of Spine and Anaemia, 1 ; Luug Fever,
1 ; Old Age, 4 ; Paralysis, 1 ; Pneumonia, 3 ; Premature
Birth, 3 ; Rheumatism and Heart Disease, 1 ; Taxaemia and
Puerperal Eclampsia, 1 ; Typhoid Fever, 5 ; Uraemia and
Pneumonia, 1 ; Whooping Cough and Scarlet Fever, 1.
The age of the oldest person who died during the year
was 89 years 7 months 14 days.
c
•
The places of their nativity : —
Melrose ..... 16
Other places in the United States 37
Foreign ..... 8
61
Number of dogs licensed in Melrose during the year
1876, 265.
Amount of money paid to County Treasurer as required
by law, to be refunded to the town and expended for Public
Library, $525.00.
JOHN LARRABEE,
Town Clerk .
REPORT OF THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE.
Your committee would respectfully report that during the
past year there has been expended in and about Wyoming
Cemetery the sum of $899.99. The receipts from the sale
of lots and graves have amounted to $796. A larger portion
of the amount expended was for the purpose of building a
RECEIVING TOMB,
in compliance with a vote of the town passed at the last
annual meeting, which was : " That the Cemetery Committee
be authorized to build a receiving tomb on the cemetery
grounds, at a cost not exceeding $500, and pay for the same
out of the money derived from the sale of lots.” We sug-
gested in our last report that the tomb in the " Old Burial-
Ground” be removed and enlarged. This was deemed inad-
visable, as the material could only be used in building the
wall of a new structure, and for that purpose would hardly
be worth the cost of removing ; and, as has been the case the
past winter, during the extreme cold weather the older tomb
was easily accessible and could be used when necessity
required, while the other could not be reached without diffi-
culty, owing to the heavy fall of snow.
We have caused to be erected near the easterly entrance
in Wyoming Cemetery a tomb, the dimensions of which are
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as follows: depth, 22 feet; width, 15 feet; height, 9 feet
in centre, 5 feet on sides. (Inside measure.)
The walls are of stone and mortar, surmounted by a brick
arch, laid in cement, rising four feet above the walls men-
tioned. The front is of Milford granite, light in color, and
consists of 6 posts or pillars, each 1 foot thick and 7 feet
high, between which are eight large pieces or panels. Rest-
ing upon the above are two layers of capping stone, the
upper being in one piece, 16 feet long, 2 feet thick at centre.
On each side there is a large stone, 6 feet high, to prevent
the embankment from falling.
The whole front rests upon a base of granite 23 feet long,
before the laying of which a solid foundation was made by
digging a trench and filling the same with stone and cement.
Iron clamps were used where needed, thus binding the whole
structure firmly together. Over the door, which is of iron,
there rests a stone with the figures 1876 in a panel upon it.
The contract for building was awarded to our fellow-
townsman, Samuel Ellison, who superintended the work from
the beginning.
The granite was furnished by Henry J. Rice, of Malden,
and commends itself by its superior quality, and the work-
manship we regard as excellent.
The plans for the tomb were drawn by the committee after
visiting other towns and examining similar places.
We have not been able to expend a large amount upon the
avenues and paths, the committee not feeling justified in
going further than the sale of lots would warrant. We are
gratified to state that there is an increased interest in the
cemetery
; that many of ohr citizens have beautified and
adorned their lots during the past year by erecting monu-
ments to the departed, by the addition of shrubs and plants,
and the care bestowed, all of which speaks in language, though
silent, yet more forcible than any words that could be uttered.
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We hope in the future the same care will be manifested, the
interest continue and increase, so that in point of beauty and
attractiveness " our city of the dead ” may compare favorably
with others.
Respectfully submitted.
GEO. NEWHALL,
NATH’L HOWARD,
JOHN LARRABEE,
Cemetery Committee .
APPROPRIATIONS, 1876.
March 27.
Interest on town debt ..... $10,500
Redaction of town debt..... 6,000
Support of the poor ..... 3,500
Schools (including compensation of committee) 14,000
School contingent ..... 1,000
Highways, sidewalks, and culverts 3,000
Town contingent ...... 1,000
Fire Department ...... 2,500
Lighting streets ...... 1,300
$42,800
April 11. #
Additional street lamps $ 100
Water for the use of the. town 2,000
Water maintenance 1,500
Water damages .... 4,500
Public Library, Dog-tax and . 450
Town officers’ salaries . 2,275
To be paid as follows : —
Selectmen, Overseers of the
Poor, etc. . .
. $750 00
Town Clerk
. . . 225 00
$975 00 $53,625
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00Amounts carried forward
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Amounts brought forward $975 00 $53,625 00
Assessors .... 600 00
Treasurer.... 300 00
Auditors . . . 50 00
For the purpose of paying
the Collector £ per cent
on the amount actually
collected and paid into the
treasury 350 00
$2,275 00
Dyer Dam Case .... . 660 00
Berwick Street, building and gradinc
r
o . 300 00
Drainage ..... . • 500 00
Deficiency ..... • • 500 00
$55,585 00
>
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
EXPENSES OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
HIGH SCHOOL.
A. G. Whitman, salary one year, to March 1,
1877 $1,800 00
Mary L. Charles, salary one year, to March 1,
1877 1,000 00
Emma A. J. Bugbee, salary one year, to March
1, 1877 700 00
$3,500 00
FIRST GRAMMAR.
Frances H. Turner, salary one year, to March
1, 1877 1,000 00
SECOND GRAMMAR.
Lucy W. Bisbee, salary 16 weeks,
at $600 per annum . . . $240 00
Lucy W. Bisbee, salary 24 weeks
,
at $700 per annum . . . 420 00
Emily Porter, services as assistant 152 00
Annie R. Lecraw, “ “ 15 00
827 00
THIRD GRAMMAR.
Julia M. Porter, salary one year, to March 1,
1877 600 00
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CENTRE GRAMMAR.
Emma M. Cate, salary one year, to March 1,
1877 $600
CENTRE INTERMEDIATE.
Chastine Emerson, salary one year, to March
1, 1877 550
LYNDE ST. INTERMEDIATE.
Louise P. Arnold, salary 8 weeks,
at $500 per annum . . . $100 00
Louise P. Arnold, salary 32 weeks,
at $550 per annum . . . 440 00
540
. YINTON ST. INTERMEDIATE.
Mary E. Norris, salary one year, to March 1,
1877 550
CENTRE PRIMARY.
Sarah E. Pratt, salary one year, to March 1,
1877 550
LYNDE ST. PRIMARY.
Mary M. Grilman, salary one year, to March 1,
1877 550
VINTON ST. PRIMARY.
i
Hannah F. Lewis, salary 16 weeks,
at $450 per annum . . . $180 00
Hannah F. Lewis, salary 24 weeks,
at $550 per annum . . . 330 00
550
UPHAM ST. (MIXED) SCHOOL.
Susan D. Melcher, salary one year, to March
1, 1877
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
550 00
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GREEN ST. (MIXED) SCHOOL.
Lydia Mendum, salary one year, to
March 1, 1877 .... $550 00
Alice H. Long, services as assistant 85 00
HIGHLAND (MIXED) SCHOOL.
EttaW. Kilbreth, salary one year, to March 1, 1877
$635 00
550 00
MUSIC.
Mrs. G. N. Bordman, salary 32 weeks, at $300
per annum ......
JANITORS
Augustus Durant . $250 00
O. K. Stebbins 300 00
Benjamin Stones . % a , 100 00
J. W. Simonds . 62 50
A. L. Upham 50 00
G. W. Wyman . 50 00
FUEL.
S. E. Benson, coal . . 925 60
John McCarty, charcoal . 10 00
Aiken & Woodward, “ . 5 60
SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
Mrs. A. J. Lynde, services, 1875 . $75 00
Miss P. A. Norris, “ 1875 . 75 00
S. A. Ranlett, “ 1876 . 100 00
Geo. F. Stone, “ 1876 . 30 00
W. Irving Ellis, “ 1876 . 75 00
Mrs. M. W. Currier, “ 1876 . 75 00
Mrs. A. J. Lynde, “ 1876 . 50 00
Miss P. A. Norris, “ 1876 . 75 00
Lafayette Burr, “ 1876 . 37 50
240 00
812 50
941 20
592 50
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RECAPITULATION.
Teachers’ salaries . . . . $11,752 00
Janitors .... . . . 812 50
Fuel ..... . . . 941 20
Committee, services 1875
.
$150 00
“ “ 1876 442 50
592 50
$14,098 20
CONTRA
Appropriation .$14,000 00
Balance unexpended last year 254 00
Received from State 231 30
“ for tuition of scholar from
out of town 10 00
$14,495 30
Amount unexpended • • 397 10
$14,495 30 $14,495 30
SCHOOL CONTINGENT.
Appropriation .... $1,000 00
Received from Merrimack M. F. Ins.
Co., for damage to Vinton Street
school-house .... 230 75
Received from Wakefield Rattan Co. 1 25
$1,232 00
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EXPENDED.
A. G. Whitcomb, school furniture
W. G. Shattuck, “ “ .
Lawrence Wilde & Co., awnings
“ “ “ office furnitnre
J. C. Howes, repairing stove and water pipes,
stock and labor furnished ....
Joel Atwood, repairs on Vinton Street school-
house ........
Joel Atwood, labor and stock on other buildings
C. A. Eastman, books and stationery
J. L. Hammett, “ “ . .
J. H. Daniels, diplomas . . . . .
S. A. Ranlett, ribbons and paper furnished
Nichols & Hall, stationery . . . .
Knight, Adams & Co., ink . . . .
A. R. Sweetser & Co., programmes .
G. A. Kimball & Co., printing permits
L. Prang & Co., manuals and cards .
Babb & Stephens, printing extra school reports,
1876
Babb & Stephens, printing programmes
Alfred Mudge & Son, centennial exercises
Samuel Ellison, whitewashing ....
F. T. & C. E. Palmer, painting and glazing
A. W. Parker, “ “
A. B. Rogers, “ “
Mackett & Howes, “ “
H. McElwin, repairing and making blackboards
Henry Barron, expressing ....
M. F. Eastman, “
. . . .
L. T. Freeman, carting furniture
$471 09
7 45
16 00
46 50
309 05
231 59
146 82
135 80
58 41
35 35
7 70
3 70
75
2 50
2 25
14 40
10 00
13 00
2 83
17 00
17 36
5 15
24 25
11 79
35 00
13 70
9 50
11 75
Amount carried forward . . $1,660 69
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Amount brought forward .... $1,660 69
J. W. Brackett, carting piano . . . . 10 00
G. P. Reed, repairing clocks, etc. . . . 16 87
J. G. Roberts & Co., bookbinding ... 2 50
Geo. B. Sargent, hand stamp .... 6 00
James Worthen & Co., sundries, brooms, oil, etc. 11 32
Joseph Baker, claw poker .... 1 00
L. F. Hinckley, axe, brush, and brooms . 3 42
Bugbee & Barrett, broom .... 50
J. W. Simonds, broom ..... 40
C. E. Keith, tuning piano .... 2 00
A. Durant, sundries ..... 1 25
James Killion, labor ..... 31 50
M. C. Warren & Co., hardware ... 3 29
G. W. Bartlett, carriage hire .... 6 00
Wakefield Rattan Co., mats and baskets . . 9 62
Walter Hicks, repairing tables . . . . 10 00
Mrs. C. Wing, cleaning ..... 3 60
Thos. McCoubry, iron ..... 5 82
$1,785 78
Appropriations and receipts as shown $1,232 00
Expenditures exceed . . . 553 78
$1,785 78
FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Appropriation ...... $2,500 00
Balance *from last year . . . . . 191 15
Received from town of Wakefield for use of
Endeavor Engine...... 5 00
$2,696 15
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$60 00
510 00
44 25
73 25
13 25
4 10
3 80
75
2 55
9 00
3 00
$723 95
BIGELOW HOOK AND LADDER CO., NO. 1.
Services of men to Feb. 1, 1877 . . $492 15
C. W. Burnham, steward 1 year . , 40 00
Bugbee & Barrett, sundries, oil, brushes,
matches, etc.
. . 3 93
P. O. Masse, repairing straps . • 1 25
Thos. McCoubry, chain on fire-hook and key 2 10
“ “ stock and labor furnished for
runs ......
. . 15 75
M. F. Eastman, hauling carriage to fire 2 50
S. E. Benson, coal .... • 8 00
$565 68
RUSSELL HOSE CO., NO. 1.
Services of 15 men, 1 year, to Feb. 1, 1877 300 00
W. T. Howard, steward 3 months . 10 00
R. M. Rand, 66 9 “ • 30 00
“ extra work on hand engine . 6 00
Amount carried forward . # # $346 00
CONTINGENT EXPENSES.
Engineers’ services of Board of 1875, three
members .......
N. E. Linen Hose Manufacturing Co., 600 feet
hose and couplings .....
Belt and Leather Stuffing Co., oil hose dressing
Scrannage Bros. & Cook, valves and washers
Hunueman & Co., repairing hose
M. F. Eastman, expressing and hauling engine .
Henry Barron, expressing . . . .
S. E. Benson, cedar posts ....
R. W. Chandler, keys, etc., furnished
Bugbee & Barrett, groceries . . . .
B. & M. R. R. Co., freight on ladder
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Amount brought forward . . $346 00
James M. Crowell, painting
. 50
Bugbee & Barrett, sundries
, 3 25
S. E. Benson, coal ..... . 36 50
J. C. Howes, stove pipe, labor, etc. . .. 24 85
Lemuel Merrill, lock and keys
. 1 75
Malden and Melrose Gas Light Co. . • 2 75
$415 60
WYOMING HOSE CO., NO. 2.
Services of men to Feb. 1, 1877 $275 00
Wm. Fanley, steward 3 months 10 00
Frank Gibbons, “9 “ 30 00
Trustees Wyoming Lodge, rent 1 year 150 00
Malden and Melrose Gas Light Co. . 5 95
S. E. Benson, coal ..... 12 00
John Larrabee, sponge .... 45
J. C. Howes, stove pipe .... 75
Bugbee & Barrett, scrub-brush 35
R. W. Chandler, keys and badge furnished 1 75
Joseph Edwards, repairing and painting hose
carriage ...... 50 00
Thos. McCoubry, iron work on carriage . 21 00
H. Barron, expense on hose strap 35
M. F. Eastman, hauling carriage to fire 2 50
$560 10
HIGHLAND HOSE CO., NO. 3,»
Services of men to Feb. 1, 1877 $261 67
James M. Crowell, steward 5 months 16 67
Webster Brown, “7 “ 23 33
J. A. Thomas, 3 rubber coats . 7 00
John Singer, oil, matches, etc. 3 72
Amount carried forward . $312 39
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Amount brought forward . • . $312 39
James M. Crowell, painting • • . 75
Bugbee & Barrett, axe handle . • • . 30
S. E. Benson, wood and coal . • . 16 50
J. C. Howes, stove pipe, repairing roof, etc. 7 71
$337 65
BECAPITULATION.
Contingent expenses . $723 95
Bigelow H. & L. Co. 565 68
Russell Hose Co. . . 415 60
Wyoming Hose Co. 560 10
Highland Hose Co. • 337 65
$2,602 98
Appropriation . • $2,500 00
Unexpended balance and receipts • • 196 15
$2,696 15
To credit of fund . 93 17
$2,696 15 $2,696 15
HIGHWAYS, SIDEWALKS, AND CULVERTS.
Appropriation ...... $3,000 00
Balance from last year unexpended . . . 234 00
$3,234 00
EXPENDED.
Bills presented and approved by George P.
Fuller, surveyor, as follows : —
Paid George P. Fuller for labor, 99 days at $3
per day ....... 297 00
Paid George P. Fuller for use of horse and team
91 days at $1.50 per day .... 136 48
Amount carried forviard . $433 48
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Amount brought forward . • $433 48
Paid laborers —
1\ days’ work at $2 per day . $14 50
189| days’ work at $1.75 per day . 332 06
18| days’ work at $1.50 per day 28 12
374 68
Paid for horses and teams —
24i days at $1.50 per day . 36 75
Paid J. P. Deering & Co., lumber $22 47
Thos. McCoubry, sharpening
tools and iron work 34 20
M. G. Vinton, gravel 13 80
W. H. Wells, “ . 7 20
G. P. Fuller, railroad ties . 6 00
S. E. Benson, cement and sand . 2 00
85 67
$930 58
Bills presented and approved by L.
man, surveyor, as follows : —
T. Free-
Paid L. T. Freeman for labor, 80 1 days, at $3
per day .... . 241 50
L. T. Freeman for horse and team,
,
70 days,
at $1.50 per day . • • 105 00
$346 50
Paid laborers —
20 1 days’ work at $2 per day $41 00
302 days’ work at $1.75 per day . 528 45
569 45
Paid for horses and teams —
33 days at $1.50 per day
Paid Thos. McCoubry, sharpening
• 49 50
tools, etc. .... $19 95
D. L. Taylor, for gravel . 25 00
J. D. Hodges, “ 23 00
67 95
$1,033 40
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Bills presented and approved by James Mar-
shall, surveyor, as follows :—
Paid James Marshall for labor, 86 days at $3 per
day . $258 00
James Marshall for horse and team, 70|
days, at $1.50 per day . • 106 13
$364 13
Paid laborers —
2 days’ work at $2 per day . $4 00
200| days’ work at $1.75 per day . 438 83
442 83
For horses and teams — •
9 days at $1.50 per day . 13 50
Paid Thos. McCoubry, sharpening
tools, etc. $19 50
James Marshall, gravel 26 88
J. C. Howes, drain pipe . 2 00
J. P. Deering, lumber 6 13
54 51
$874 97
Appropriation divided equally among sur-
veyors, together with balances from last year.
The accounts stand as follows : —
Geo. P. Fuller —
One third of appropriation .... $1,000 00
Balance from last year . . . . . 101 85
$1,101 85
Expended this year, as shown . . . 930 58
Balance $171 27
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L. T. Freeman —
One third of appropriation
.
. $1,000 00
Balance from last year . 89 23
$1,089 23
Expended this year, as shown
. 1,033 40
Balance .... $55 83
James Marshall —
One third of appropriation .
. $1,000 00
Balance from last year . 42 92
$1,042 92
Expended this year, as shown . 4 . 874 97
Balance .... . $167 95
Total amount expended .
. $2,838 95
To the credit of the account 395 05
$3,234 00
CONTINGENT EXPENSES.
Appropriation ...... $1,000 00
Balance unexpended last year . . . . 496 15
$1,496 15
RECEIPTS.
From John R. Jones, auctioneer’s
»
license . . $2 00
George Stockwell, auctioneer’s
license .... 2 00
Moses Briggs, auctioneer’s
license .... 2 00
County for use of lock-up 8 67
A. Worthen, old stove . 2 00
Mrs. T. Spear, old fence 2 00
$18 67
$1,514 82
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EXPENDED.
Babb & Stephens, printing annual report, 1876,
John Larrabee, preparing annual report, 1876,
Knight, Adams & Co., books and stationery
Geo. B. Sargent, lever stamp ....
Henry Barron, expressing ....
Globe Gas L. Co., repairing, painting and set-
ting lanterns ......
H. C. Richardson, setting glass in street lanterns,
Babb & Stephens, printing warrants, notices, tax
bills, etc. .......
A. W. Haskell, tax collector’s book
C. H. Edmonds, maps and books for assessors,
G. G. Nichols, building sidewalk
F. E. Orcutt, services on collector’s books
Joel Atwood, building and repairing fence around
old burial-ground .....
Thos. McCowdry, repairing hearse .
John Larrabee, recording, indexing and return-
ing births, deaths and marriages, year 1876 .
Nath’l Howard, making return of 36 deaths
A. B. Pierce, “ “ 10 deaths
Edward Bucknam, surveying on Franklin Street,
A. C. Chick, blasting ledge “ “
R. M. Pulsifer & Co., advertising proposals
G. A. Kimball & Co.,
G. W. Bartlett, carriage hire ....
A. B. Pierce, distributing warrants, notices and
services at meetings . . . . .
H. G. Fields, care of tramps and lock-up
John Larrahee, stamps, stationery, etc.
M. F. Eastman, expressing . . .
Amount carried forward ....
$298 83
35 00
13 95
9 00
2 30
44 66
38 77
63 00
3 00
7 25
17 50
25 00
23 42
5 25
61 40
9 00
2 50
2 00
25 00
3 37
1 00
17 00
29 00
50 00
4 90
6 22
$798 32
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Amount brought forward . . . . $798 32
R. F. Clayton, ringing bell Feb. 22, 1876 . 2 00
J. M. Crowell, “ “ “ “ . 2 00
A. Durant, “ “ “ and July 4,
1876 4 00
Webster Brown, ringing bell Feb. 22 and July
4, 1876 4 00
H. G. Fields, ringing bell Feb. 22 and July 4,
1876 4 00
C. J. Wing, ringing bell Feb. 22 and July 4,
1876 4 00
Caldwell & Odiorne, flag staff . . . . 76 75
Francis Low & Co., raising flag staff . . 20 50
Charles Taylor, stock and labor . . . 38 95
S. A. Robinson, use of team July 4 . . 7 00
E. E. Fuller, stone for wall .... 5 25
Battery "C,” M. V. M., firing salute July 4 50 00
$1,016 77
Balance unexpended .... 498 05
$1,514 82
MELROSE WATER FUND.
Dr.
Due the Town for advances last year . . $4,457 03
1876.
May 1. To paid interest coupons on $50,000
bonds ...... 1,500 00
July 1. To paid interest coupons on $100,000
bonds ...... 3,000 00
Amount carried forward . . . . $8,957 03
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Amount brought forward .... $8,957 03
Oct. 1. To paid interest coupons on $50,000
bonds ...... 1,500 00
1877.
Jan. 1. To paid interest coupons on $100,000
bonds ...... 3,000 00
To paid bills on account of construction and
maintenance, for a detailed statement of which
see commissioner’s report .... 4,140 51
To paid Treas. Joint Water Boards . . . 700 00
$18,297 54
Or.
Appropriation by the town for the
use of the water . . . $2,000 00
For maintenance .... 1,500 00
For deficiency on water damages . 4,500 00
$8,000 00
Received from A. Lane, supt., cash
at various times, water rates col-
lected, etc. .... 8,770 55
March 1, 1877.
advances
$16,770 55
Due the town for
. 1,526 99
$18,297 54 $18,297 54
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SUPPORT OF POOR.
EXPENDED.
For groceries, provisions, supplies, etc., for sundry poor
persons, —
L. F. Hinckley, groceries $290 55
Bugbee & Barrett, “ 277 09
James Worthen, “ 42 00
W. H. Wells, 22 00
J. A. Worthen, “ 15 00
John Larrabee, medicines
George Newhall, boots, shoes and
30 55
rubbers . * 30 50
For fuel, —
James Marshall, wood and coal . $84 90
George Lynde, “ “ . 35 16
Robert Philpot, “ “
. 23 75
S. E. Benson, “ “ . 21 50
Mary Lynde, rent 8 months
Simeon Locke, rent 1 year (Mrs. Adams)
Overseers of poor, expenses
H. G. Fields, “ ...
Dr. Parker, medical attendance
S. F. Barrett, tickets to travellers
G. G. Lunt, meals “ “
E. A. Robinson, moving furniture .
City of Somerville, aid to Ann E. Arnold
Town of Woburn, supplies to L. W. Harris am
family ......
City of Boston, relief to 6 persons .
$707 69
165 31
40 00
125 04
9 93
6 30
38 10
5 50
3 60
1 00
41 21
241 33
67 36
$1,452 37Amount carried forward .
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Amount brought forward .... $1,452
Taunton Lunatic Hospital, board and clothing
F. E. Taintor ...... $201
Taunton Lunatic Hospital, board and clothing
Mary Cordon . . . . . . 87
Worcester Lunatic Hospital, board and clothing
Abigail Thomas ...... 183
Worcester Lunatic Hospital, board and clothing
G. N. Bodwell 117
St. Vincent’s Asylum, board of Katie Lyman, 1
year 72
Dr. E. A. L. Francois, attendance on Jane
Woodward ....... 5
H. G. Fields, paid for care of Alvah Penney
(refunded) ....... 39
Dr. J. V. Smith, medical attendance Alvah
Penney (refunded) . . . . . 37
W. J. Farnsworth, coal and wood to Barter &
Davis ........ 13
Bugbee & Barrett, goods delivered Barter &
Davis (18 weeks) ..... 68
Abbie Barter, board of Mrs. L. G. Davis and
child, 35 weeks ...... 105
Abbie Barter, board of E. M. Waitt, 15 weeks
2 days 45
Abbie Barter, dress for E. M. Waitt . . 5
C. W. Polk, dry goods “ “ . . 2
Wm. Keith, <<<<<<
. . 3
F. McBriarty, rent and supplies to Chas. How-
ard 1 year 181
Town of Malden, aid to Chas. Howard . . 13
P. J. Homer, groceries “ “ . . 1
Dr. A. Towle, medical attendance onChas. Howard, 23
Amount carried forward . . . . $2,657
41
37
25
\
15
29
37
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
83
00
55
57
00
88
75
00
51
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Amount brought forward . . .
. $2,657 51
Dr. W. G. Dawes, medical attendance on Chas.
Howard .......
Mrs. A. Frye, 2 months’ rent, F. Hamilton (re-
funded) .......
John Warren, 10 months’ rent, F. Hamilton
(refunded) .......
Abigail Fuller, rent to Mrs. E. C. Grover
Adeline Rowe, nursing “ “ “
C. W. Polk, dry goods “ “ “
Mrs. M. B. Hopkins, dry goods
H. P. Hollis, cash allowance ....
W. M. Chandler, burial of H. P. Hollis .
Mrs. M. A. Hollis, cash allowance .
Bills paid for Mrs. H. P. Krantz :
J. K. Little, board 46J weeks . $186 00
“ expense, paid medicine,
etc. ... 5 70
Mrs. W. H. Crowe, board and
nursing ..... 52 50
Dr. C. T. Bean, attendance . . 25 00
John Buck, medicine ... 1 90
Carney Hospital, board and nursing . 10 00
A. B. Pierce, burial services, etc. . 25 00
M. J. Crowley, rent to Mrs. Callahan, 11 mos. .
Mrs. Tisdale, nursing “
M. J. Crowley, rent to Mrs. McCarty, 11 mos. .
J. W. Simonds, board Abigail Connor, 39 weeks
“ clothing for “ . .
John S. Paige, board Lucy Barron, 9 mos.
Thos. D. Mann, “ “ 3 “
15 00
14 00
75 00
24 00
10 00
4 20
6 37
83 00
25 00
24 00
306 10
55 00
10 00
55 00
117 00
5 40
81 00
27 00
Amount carried forward $3,594 58
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Amount brought forward . . . $3,594 58
J. P. Stickney, care of Ezra Tainter . 5 00
W. P. Sheldon, medicine for “ 10 35
Dr. A. Towle, attendance on “ 31 00
¥m. Cooley & Co., funeral expenses
Ezra Tainter .... 25 00
71 35
Nath’l Howard, funeral expenses A. J. Grover . 19 00
“ “ “ Mrs. M. A. Hayes 24 00
Dexter Bryant, rent, Edward Moore, 5 mos. . 30 00
Appropriation .
$3,738 93
CONTRA.
$3,500 00
RECEIPTS.
Town of Provincetown, for aid to Francis Hamilton, $141 15
Norton, << <« e. Tucker . 31 30
Falmouth, “ “ A. F. Fisher
. 8 00
City of Boston, “ “ Charlotte Rollins, 19 00
From Alvah Penney, on account of bills paid for
his care 76 00
Expended as shown .
$3,775 45
3,738 93
Balance $36 52
The following claims have been presented, and are now
due :—
From State
Town of Provincetown
City of Lynn .
Town of Norton
$120 08
36 50
25 00
3 00
$184 58
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TOWN HALL.
RECEIPTS.
From Melrose Lyceum, use of hall . • • $250 00
Catholic Society, “ “ . • 270 00
Other parties, use of hall for concerts,
meetings, etc. . • 385 74
Melrose Savings Bank, use of room • 50 00
R. B. Leighton, “ < < . 5 00
French Class, “ (6 • 6 00
$966 74
EXPENDED.
H. G. Fields, janitor from Jan. 17,
1875, to July 1, 1876 .
H. G. Fields, janitor from July 1,
$214 25
1876, to Jan. 1, 1877 .
Malden & Melrose Gas Co., gas con-
150 00
sumed ..... 286 75
S. E. Benson, 40 tons furnace coal . 270 00
“ “ wood and coal . 17 48
Aiken & Woodward, charcoal . 10 70
J. C. Howes, plumbing, etc. . 37 31
W. H. Adams, painting and glazing,
Charles Taylor, stock and labor,
34 25
(repairs) .....
Bugbee & Barrett, brushes, brooms,
29 00
pails, etc. . . . . . ‘ 9 03
John Larrabee, sundries . 2 12
Samuel F. Oliver, gas pipe and labor, 15 00
Ingalls & Kendricken, repairing boiler 2 25
E. Howard, repairing tower clock . 3 52
J. P. Deering & Co., lumber . 6 91
$1,088 57
Expenditures exceed receipts . . $121 83
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STATE AID.
Received from State Treasurer for aid paid dur-
ing year 1875 ..... . $856 00
Names of soldiers and the families of the slain who have
received State aid during the year ending March 1, 1877 :
—
Samuel Sprague ..... $120 00
Sara E. Stilphen ..... 48 00
Sarah Barrett...... 48 00
Luzon Weeks ..... 72 00
Joseph S. Eastman ..... 72 00
H. W. Cushman • 54 00
Mary F. Howard ..... 48 00
Helen E. Poole ..... 48 00
Maria G. Colson ..... 48 00
Anna W. Martin 48 00
Abigail W. Bryant, five months 20 00
$626 00
INTEREST.
Appropriation .....
. $10,500 00
Balance unexpended last year 4,382 15
/ $14,882 15
EXPENDED.
Interest coupons on Town Hall bonds
. $4,550 00
R. G. Shedd, trustee .... 1,750 00
Lowell Institution for Savings 1,200 00
State Treasurer ..... 900 00
Amount carried forward . .
. 18,400 00
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Amount brought forward
Dexter Pratt, trustee . . . .
Mary Dix .......
W. H. Leonard ......
Eli Upham .......
James Worthen, guardian E. M. Waitt .
Paid on temporary loans in anticipation of taxes
Balance unexpended to credit of fund .
$8,400 00
274 29
231 00
67 50
51 67
4 64
944 10
$9,973 20
4,908 95
$14,882 15
WYOMING CEMETERY.
Dr.
Paid Nathaniel Howard for labor performed,
teams and labor furnished .... $167 37
Paid other bills for labor as follows : —
Michael Murray, 38 days, at $1.75
per day . . . .
. $66 50
Michael Murray, 20 days, at $1.50
per day . . . . . 30 00
Edward Duffy, 36J days, at $1.75
per day . . . . . 63 87
James Gorman, 6^ days, at $1.50
per day . . . . . 9 75
Jeremiah Casey, 12J days, at $1.50
per day . . . . . 18 75
W. F. Serrat, 4| days, at $1.50
per day . . . . . 6 75
Stephen Hyde, 4| days, at $1.50
per day . . . . . 6 75
202 37
Amount carried forward $369 74
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Amount brought forward . . $369 74
David Heaton, 1\ days, at $1.50
per day ..... 2 25
Thos. Mahan, \ day, at $1.50 per
day 75
George Gobel, days, at $1.00
per day ..... 3 50
6 50
Paid J. Doherty, labor performed with team
Paid Geo. Newhall, Treasurer, making and ac-
14 25
knowledging deeds .... • 9 50
$399 99
Paid Samuel Ellison for furnishing material and •
building "Receiving Tomb,” as per contract . 500 00
$899 99
Or.
By cash received for
6 lots sold in 1875, at $35 each $210 00
11 “ “ at $40 each 440 00
1 lot 44 for $50 .... 50 00
1 small lot sold for $30 30 00
One half lot .... 18 00
Graves sold ... 48 00
$796 00
TOWN OFFICERS.
Appropriation...... • $2,275 00
EXPENDED.
E. H. Goss, services as auditor, 1875 • $15 00
John R. Norton, services as auditor, 1875 • 15 00
Amount carried forward $30 00
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Amount brought forward .
Walter Babb, services as selectman,' 1876 .
H. G. Fields, 44 4 4 44
N. D. Blake, 4 4 4 4 4 4 .
John Larrabee, services as town clerk, 1876
George Newhall, 4 4 4 4 treasurer, 44
Chas. H. Edmonds, services as assessor, 1876
J. C. Currier, 4 4 4 4 4 4
G. W. Farnsworth, 4 4 4 4 4 4
A. B. Pierce, services as collector —
For collecting taxes of the year 1875
4 4 4 4 44 4 4 1876
Balance
STREET LIGHTS.
Appropriation.....
Balance from last year
Paid Globe Gas Light Co. for lighting and care
of street lamps to June 1, 1876, 4 months
For lighting and care of 89 lamps to Oct. 1,
1876, 4 months, at $1.21 per lamp, each
month .......
For lighting and care of 90 lamps to March 1,
1877, 5 months, at $1.21 per lamp each
month .......
t
Balance ....
$30 00
250 00
250 00
250 00
225 00
300 00
200 00
200 00
200 00
79 59
233 20
$2,217 79
57 21
$2,275 00
$1,300 00
169 22
$1,469 22
$433 32
430 76
544 50
$1,408 58
60 61
$1,469 n
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POLICE.
Balance from last year ..... $158 35
No appropriation in 1876.
Paid A. B. Pierce, services $71 50
Joseph Holbrook, services 20 51
H. B. Newhall, “ 18 50
H. C. Richardson, “ 9 00
A. W. Mitchell & Co., badges . 8 00
$127 51
Balance unexpended 30 84
$158 35
TOWN HALL BUILDING FUND.
To credit of fund ...... $351 87
Paid to estate of John Pike, bill for gas pipe and
fitting........ 12 48
Balance ...... $339 39
ADDITIONAL STREET LAMPS.
Appropriation . . . . . . . $100 00
Balance from last year . . . . . 2 89
$102 89
Paid Globe Gas Light Co., for five copper lan-
terns, posts, frames, freight, setting and paint-
ing ........ 95 40
Balance
,
. . . .
.
. $7 49
4
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PUBLIC LIBRARY.
To credit of fund, balance from last year .
. $460 80
Appropriation . . . . . . 450 00
Received from county treasurer, dog tax, 1876 . 498 75
$1,409 55
Paid E. H. Goss, treasurer of trustees
on orders $960 80
Balance to credit of fund . . • 448 75
$1,409 55
ARMORY.
Dr.
Paid H. A. Leonard, rent one "year to Feb. 17,
1877 $600 00
Or.
Received from State Treasurer on account of
rent for the year 1876 ($227.40 discount) . $372 60
BERWICK STREET.
Appropriation for building, grading, aud drain-
ing
v
. ...... $300 00
Paid Robert Philpot, for building
street as per agreement .
. $270 00
Paid Robert Philpot, stock and labor
on fence, moving lamp-post . . 23 67
$293 67
Unexpended
. . .
6 33
$300 00
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DRAINAGE.
Appropriation....... $500 00
Unexpended balance from last year . . . 85 50
$585 50
EXPENDED.
Waldo Bros., drain pipe .
Henry Barron, expressing drain pipe
L. T. Freeman, building culvert on
$123 95
13 13
Vinton Street .... 160 00
L. T. Freeman, laying pipe on Foster
Street ..... 10 00
Geo. P. Fuller, laying pipe, digging
drains, etc...... 91 76
James Marshall, clearing Ell Pond
Brook .....
James Marshall, covering stone
“ “ clearing drains
Henry J. Rice, granite, edgestones,
52 50
15 60
12 00
etc. ...... 15 88
Balance unexpended
$494 82
90 68
i $585 50
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VALUATION OF REAL AND PERSONAL
PROPERTY.
In the following table is exhibited the valuation of real
and personal property in the town of Melrose, together with
the rate per thousand, and the number of polls assessed for
the different years, from 1850 to 1876 inclusive :—
Year. Real Estate. Personal Estate. Total. Rate. Polls.
1850 $423,497 00 $59,949 00 $483,446 00 $4 40 317
1851 547,974 00 73,894 00 621,868 00 5 50
1853 800,538 00 97,139 00 897,677 00 7 80
1854 906,794 00 117,631 00 1,024,425 00 8 50
1855 1,021,712 00 124,785 00 1,146.497 00 8 30
1856 1,114,448 00 136,074 60 1,250,522 00 8 70 573
1857 1,197,476 00 145,904 00 1,343,380 00 11 77 622
1858 1,165,224 00 121 883 00 1,287,107 00 7 20 567
1859 1.246,781 00 122.971 00 1,369,752 00 7 80 610
1860 1,276,150 00 137,021 00 1,413,171 00 7 80 621
1861 1,288,066 00 134,754 00 1,422,820 00 9 50 618
1862 1,320,280 00 126,792 00 1,447,072 00 11 60 615
1863 1 334,643 00 161.186 00 1,495,829 00 15 80 659
1864 1,329,685 00 126,057 00 1,455,742 00 13 40 667
1865 1.366,485 00 311.369 00 1,677.854 00 15 70 714
1866 1,386,562 00 242,310 00 1,628,812 00 21 00 761
1867 1,511,624 00 283,682 00 1,795,306 00 16 00 775
1868 1,608,974 08 365,042 00 1,974,016 00 17 00 825
1869 1,674,985 ('0 437,684 00 2,112,669 00 20 00 800
1870 2.101,126 00 523,933 00 2,625,059 00 15 00 846
1871 2,408,241 00 404,515 00 2.812,756 00 15 00 881
1872 3,007,928 00 645,742 00 3.653,670 00 16 50 917
1873 3,234.658 00 40>,249 00 3,643,907 00 15 50 967
1874 3,797,965 00 380,460 00 4,178,425 00 15 80 1,039
1875 4,062,450 00 390,378 10 4,452,828 10 16 00 1,099
1876 4,178,765 00 488,124 00 4,666,889 00 13 00 1,102
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AGGREGATE OF EXPENDITURES AND RECEIPTS
AND PRESENT STANDING OF ACCOUNTS.
Accounts. Expendi-
tures.
Appropriate
and Receipts Excess.
Deficiency.
Poor Fuud $3,738 93 $3,775 45 $36 52
Contingent Fund 1,016 77 1,514 82 498 05
School Fund 14,098 20 14,495 30 397 10
Highways 2,838 95 3,234 00 395 05
Drainage 494 82 585 50 90 68
Additional Street Lamps . . 95 40 102 89 7 49
Town Hall Building Fund . . 12 48 351 87 339 39
Armory 600 00 372 60 $227 40
School Contingent 1,785 78 1,232 00 553 78
Fire Department 2,602 98 2,696 15 93 17
Lighting Streets 1 408 58 1,469 22 60 64
Water Fund 18.297 54 16,770 55 1,526 99
Library Fund 960 80 1,409 55 448 75
Town Officers ’ 2,217 79 2,275 00 57 21
Dyer Dam Case 600 00 600 00
Berwick Street 293 67 300 00 6 33
Town Hall 1,088 57 966 74 121 83
Wyoming Cemetery .... 899 99 796 00 103 99
Police 127 51 158 35 30 84
Interest 9,973 20 14,882 15 4,908 95
Insurance 416 89 416 89
Centre School House .... 19 10 19 10
$62,551 96 $68,424 13 $8,406 16 $2,533 99
Excess of appropriations and
receipts over expenditures . 5,872 17 5,872 17
• $68,424 13 $68,424 13 $8,406 16 $8,406 16
REPORT OF FIRE ENGINEERS
For Year ending March 1
,
1877.
Melrose, March 7, 1877.
Since our last report there has been no change numeri-
cally either in the apparatus or membership of the Fire
Department, which is under the control of a board of three
engineers, and embraces a membership, at its maximum, of
seventy men, comprising four different companies having in
charge apparatus and located in the different sections of the
town, as follows : —
Liberty Bigelow H. & L. Co
,
twenty-five men
;
having in
i charge one H. & L. truck, with the ladders, hooks, etc.,
belonging to the same ; located in the basement of the Town
Hall. The house is in good repair, and apparatus in good
order.
Russell Hose Co., No. 1, fifteen men; having in charge
one hose carriage and appurtenances and eight hundred feet
of serviceable hose, of which four hundred feet is leather, and
the rest rubber-lined linen hose ; located in the old engine-
house on Main Street. The house is in good repair, and
apparatus in good working order.
Wyoming Hose Co., No. 2, fifteen men; having in
charge one hose carriage and appurtenances and six hundred
and fifty feet of serviceable hose, of which two hundred feet
is linen, rubber-lined, and the rest leather; located in base-
ment of the Masonic Hall. The apparatus is in good
working order.
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Highland Hose Co
,
No. 3, fifteen men ; having in charge
one hose carriage and appurtenances and six hundred and
fifty feet of serviceable hose, all leather ; located in hose-
house on Franklin Street at the Highlands. The house is in
good repair ; apparatus in good working order.
The Endeavor hand-engine and hose-jumper, in engine-
house with the Russell hose-carriage, is, at present, in fair
working order, but will need some repairs this spring to
keep it so. There is no company in charge of this apparatus.
In April last the supply of hose was increased by the pur-
chase of six hundred feet of rubber-lined linen hose, which,
with the fifteen hundred feet of leather hose already in use
(several hundred feet of which is unfit for any considerable
pressure), makes a total of 2,100 feet of serviceable hose in
the care of the department, and distributed in the different
sections of the town, as above mentioned.
There is, besides this, in the centre hose-house, two hun-
dred and fifty feet of leather hose which is nearly unservice-
able, and one hundred feet leather hose condemned.
During the year ending March 1, 1877, there have been
given sixteen alarms of fire, as follows : —
July 1, 1870, S. Sprague’s shoe shop on Waverley Court, at
Wyoming.
July 2, 1876, Vinton Street School-house, struck by light-
ning.
July 16, 1876, fire in woods south of cemetery, at Wyo-
ming.
Aug. 2, 1876, Duffee’s house in Stoneham, at head of Emer-
son Street.
Aug. 13, 1876, J. Johnson’s house on Upham Street.
Sept. 5, 1876, H. Vinton’s house on Howard Street.
Sept. 14, 1876, T. McCoubry’s shop on Main Street.
Sept. 16, 1876, T. Keating’s barn on Hurd Street.
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Oct. 28, 1876, Parker’s shed on Upharn Street.
Nov. 1, 1876, church in Malden.
Dec. 2, 1876, William J. Farnsworth’s house on Howard
Street.
Dec. 22, 1876, Geo. Hemmenway’s house on Porter Street.
Jan. 7, 1877, H. H. Westgate’s houses in rear of Masonic
Hall.
Jan. 27, 1877, J. Riley’s house on Linden Street.
Jan. 27, 1877, S. Valler’s house, near Ashland Street.
Feb. 22, 1877, Observatory at Highlands.
The aggregate value of the property damaged by
fire is .
Ins. on the property
Amount of loss by fire
. $16,350 00
$16,400 00
8,904 00
Amount of insurance above loss, $7,496 00
As it will be necessary during the present year to provide
quarters for the Wyoming Hose Company and apparatus, the
lease of the place now occupied by them expiring the first of
July, 1877, we recommend that land be purchased and a
house built near the present location of the apparatus. This
course we believe is necessary to give proper facilities for
the care of hose and apparatus, as well as for an alarm bell,
which we think is needed in that part of the town. We also
recommend the appropriation of $2,400 for the expenses of
the Fire Department for this year.
Respectfully submitted.
J. G. EMERSON,
R. W. CHANDLER,
J. A. THOMAS,
Engineers of Fire Department.
REPORT OF ASSESSORS.
Total number of inhabitants,
as reported . . . 4,185
Total number of children be-
tween five and fifteen years
of age .... 815
Total number of polls taxed . 1,102
Amount of tax on polls ....
“
.
“ “ real and personal estate .
Total tax assessed
Amount of appropriations
“ “ county tax .
“ “ State “ .
“ “ overlay
Total
$55,585 00
1,495 01
4,284 00
1,509 55
$2,204 00
60,669 56
$62,873 56
$62,873 56
Total valuation of real estate, $4,178,765 00
“ “
“ personal “ 488,124 00
Total $4,666,889 00
Rate of taxation, $13 for $1,000.
Number of dwellings and buildings for busi-O O
ness purposes . . . . 1,027
Number of horses • . . . . 250
“ “ cows . . . . . 148
“ 6i acres of land taxed . . 2,700
Respectfully submitted.
CHAS. H. EDMONDS,
J. C. CURRIER,
GEO. W. FARNSWORTH,
Assessors of Melrose .
March, 1877.
REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER.
Cash in the treasury March y, 1876
Total receipts for the year
Total disbursements for the year .
Cash in the treasury March 5, 1877
$3,128 95
121,157 15
$127,286 10
126,166 36
$1,119 74
For a detailed statement of the amounts received and
expended in the several departments, I will refer to the town
book.
TEMPORARY LOANS.
Paid notes of previous year, see last report.
1876.
Jan. 3. W. H. Leonard, for 3 months,
6 per cent .... $4,500 00
Feb. 16. Richardson, Hill, & Co., for 60
days, 4 per cent . . . 5,000 00
$9,500 00
Borrowed in anticipation of the taxes, and paid during the
past year.
1876.
Mar. 29. Richardson, Hill, & Co., for 6 months,
interest 4 per cent . . . $10,000 00
April 20. Fogg Bros. & Co., for 6 months,
interest 4 per cent . . . 5,000 00
Amount carried forward . $15,000 00
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Amount brought forward .... $15,000 00
May 6. Richardson, Hill, & Co.
,
for 5 months
22 days, interest 3 £ per cent . 10,000 00
July 1. Richardson, Hill, & Co., for 6 months,
interest 3f per cent .
Aug. 1. Richardson, Hill, & Co., for 4 months,
interest 3J per cent .
Dec. 27. C. A. Sweet & Co., for 2 months,
interest 6 per cent
* PERMANENT LOANS.
V
The following notes have been paid : —
Eri Upham .......
James Worthen, guardian E. M. Wait .
Dexter Pratt and S. B. Robinson, trustees
tt it tt n • a a
tt a a a it a
STATEMENT OF THE TOWN DEBT.
NOTES PAYABLE.
Mary Dix, on demand, interest 5 per cent
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, due Oct. 15,
$4,400 00
1878, interest 6 per cent ....
R. G. Shedd, trustee, due Dec. 1, 1880, inter-
5,000 00
est 7 per cent ......
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, due Oct. 15,
25,000 00
1883, interest 6 per cent ....
Lowell Institution for Savings, due Sept. 7,
5,000 00
1885, interest 6 per cent ....
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, due Oct. 15,
20,000 00
1888, interest 6 per cent . . . 5,000 00
Permanent loans .... $64,400 00
5,000 00
5,000 00
5,000 00
$40,000 00
$500 00
66 42
1,200 00
2,000 00
4,000 00
$7,766 42
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BONDS.
Melrose Water Fund, 1st issue, due July 1, 1890 $100,000 00
“ “ “ 2d “ Oct. 1,1892 50,000 00
Town Hall Bonds, due Oct. 1, 1892 . . 65,000 00
$215,000 00
TEMPORARY LOANS.
1876.
Nov. 27, Richardson, Hill, & Co., for 6 mos.
interest 4 per cent ..... $10,000 00
1877.
Feb. 28, Richardson, Hill, & Co., for 6 mos. t
interest 4 per cent ..... 3,000 00
$13,000 00
The above amount, $13,000, is provided for by taxes
uncollected (see collector’s report
)
t
.
The present outstanding debt of the town is as follows : —
Bonds, water fund .
“ Town Hall . . . . .
Permanent loans ......
Temporary “
.
Due the Melrose Water Fund (sinking fund),
$150,000 00
65.000 00
64,400 00
13.000 00
$292,400 00
3,635 00
$296,035 00
AVAILABLE ASSETS.
Bills due on poor account $184 58
Due from State on acc’t State
aid, 1876 .... 634 00
Due from State on acc’t armory
rent ..... 227 40
Uncollected taxes, 1876 . 15,260 69
Cash in the treasury 1,119 74
Net debt more than available assets . . $278,608 59
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I would recommend that the following sums be raised dur-
ing the coming year :—
For interest ...... $9,000 00
reduction of town debt .... 6,000 00
deficiency school contingent . . . 553 78
“ water fund (expended on ac-
count of construction) . 1,526 99
All of which is respectfully submitted.
E. & O. excepted.
GEO. NEWHALL, Treasurer .
Melrose, March 5, 1877.
INSURANCE ON TOWN PROPERTY.
TOWN HALL BUILDING.
Ridgewood Ins. Co., Brooklyn, N. Y., expires
May 2, 1879 $5,000 00
Columbia F. Ins. Co., N. Y. City, expires May
2, 1879 5,000 00
Farragut Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. City, expires May
2, 1879 5,000 00
Manufacturers’ F. & M. Ins. Co., Boston,expires
May 2, 1879 5,000 00
Mercantile Marine Ins. Co., Boston, expires May
2, 1879 5,000 00
American Ins. Co., Boston, expires May 2, 1879, 5,000 00
Franklin Ins. Co., Boston, expires May 2, 1879, 5,000 00
Merchants’ Ins. Co., Boston, expires May 2, 1879, 5,000 00
Williamsburgh Fire Ins. Co., Brooklyn, N. Y.,
expires June 19, 1879 ..... 5,000 00
$45,000 00
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HIGH SCHOOL-HOUSE.
Williamsburgh Fire Ins. Co., Brooklyn, N. Y.,
expires June 22, 1879 $5,000 00
New Hampshire Fire Ins. Co., Manchester,
N. H., expires June 24, 1879 . . . 2,500 00
Columbia Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. City, expires
June 25, 1879 2,500 00
North British and Mercantile Ins. Co., London,
expires July 2, 1879 ..... 7,500 00
Phenix Ins. Co., Brooklyn, N. Y., expires July
9, 1879 2,500 00
$20,000 00
CENTRE SCHOOL-HOUSE.
North British and Mercantile Ins. Co., London,
expires April 10, 1880 ..... $3,500 00
British America Assurance Co., Canada, expires
April 14, 1880 3,500 00
On furniture in said building, in same companies,
$500 each ....... 1,000 00
$8,000 00
Insured in Merrimack Mutual Fire Ins. Co. of Andover ,
policies all expire Jan. 9, 1878.
Vinton Street School-house and furniture . . $2,000 00
Lynde “ “ “ “ . 2,000 00
Green “ “ “ “ . 1,900 00
Upham “ “ “ “ . 1,300 00
Highland School-house and furniture . 1,000 00
Engine house ...... 800 00
Endeavor engine and apparatus 700 00
Bussell hose carriage .... . 1,400 00
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Wyoming hose carriage . • . $1,400 00
Highland hose carriage • . 1,400 00
Hook and ladder carriage . . 600 00
Hearse house ... . 300 00
Hearse, harnesses, and apparatus . 300 00
Weights and measures • 300 00
Hose house at the Highlands, insured in North
British and Mercantile Ins. Co., London, ex-
pires April 14, 1880 ..... 800 00
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Dr. GEORGE NEWHALL, Treasurer,
Cash in Treasury, March 9, 1876,
“ received from A. B. Pierce, Coll. Taxes for 1873,
«< *t it .t 1874
,
t< t< tt tt a n tt it I875
c« ti .i tt a n a a 1876
,
“ State Treasurer, on ac. of Armory rent,
“ “ * “ “ State Aid,
“ “ “ “ School Fund,
“ “ “ “ Corpora 1 ion Tax,
“ “ “ “ Bank Tax,
“ Mr. Toppan, tuition of child, School Fund,
on account of Poor Fund,
“ “ “ Contingent Fund,
“ “ Fire Department,
“ “ “ School Contingent,
from County Treasurer, dog tax, 1876,
“ A. Lane, Supt., on acc’t Water Fund,
for use of Town Hall,
“ lots and graves in Wyoming Cemetery,
on Treasurer's notes,
$3,128 95
2 00
179 04
4,756 07
47,140 93
372 60
856 00
231 30
1,174 67
471 38
10 00
275 45
18 67
5 00
232 00
498 75
8,770 55
966 74
796 00
57,400 00
$127,286 10
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IN ACC’T WITH THE TOWN OF MELROSE. Cr.
By paid Orders, Poor Fund, $3,738 93
4 4 “ “ Contingent Fund, 1016 77
u “ “ School Fund, 14,098 20
44 “ “ Highway, 2,838 95
u “ “ Drainage, 494 82
44 “ “ Additional Street Lamps, 95 40
(< “ “ State Aid, 626 00
(< “ “ Armory rent, 600 00
44 “ “ Town Hall Building Fund, 12 48
<( “ “ School Contingent, 1,785 78
«( “ “ Fire Department, 2,602 98
44 “ “ Lighting Streets, 1,408 58
44 “ “ Library Fund, 960 80
<< “ “ Town Officers, 2,217 79
44 “ “ Berwick Street, 293 67
i< “ “ Town Hall, 1,088 57
tt “ “ Wyoming Cemetery, 899 99
(< “ “ Police Fund, 127 51
(< “ “ Water Fund, 4,140 51
<( “ interest coupons on Water Bonds, 9,000 00
(< “ J. D. Wilde, Treas. Joint Water Boards, 700 00
<< “ interest on notes and Town Hall Bonds, 9,973 20
« “ State Tax, 4,284 00
u “ County Tax, 1,495 01
u “ Treasurer’s notes, 61,666 42
$126,166 36
March 5, 1877. By cash in the Treasury, 1,119 74
• $127,286 10
We have examined in detail the orders and vouchers of
the Treasurer’s account for the financial year ending March 1,
1877, and find the same correct.
JOHN R. NORTON,
FRANK E. ORCUTT, > Auditors.
Melrose, March 9, 1877.
5
v
COLLECTOR’S REPORT.
A. B. Pierce, Collector for 1876, in acc’t with
Dr.
Sept. 30, 1876. To amount of taxes, as per
warrant
March 2,1877. To additional taxes since Sept.
30, 1876
“ “ To interest collected since
Oct. 1, 1876
Cr.
March 2, 1877. By abatements authorized by
assessors, to date .
“ “ By cash paid treasurer as per
receipts to date
“ “ By cash on hand to date
“ “ By uncollected taxes to new
account
the Town .
$62,873 56
96 88
247 69
$63,218 13
$767 03
47,140 93
49 48
15,260 69
$63,218 13
O. and E. excepted.
A. B. PIERCE, Collector.
REPORT OF THE BOARD
OF
WATER COMMISSIONERS
TOWN OF MELROSE,
FOR THE
FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING MARCH I, 1877.
MEMBERS OE THE BOARD.
JOSEPH D. WILDE.
W. IRVING ELLIS.
J. R. SIMONDS.
REPORT OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS.
In compliance with the Act of the Legislature we respect-
fully submit this our Seventh Annual Report, together with
a detailed report of our superintendent.
We are happy to state that, notwithstanding the increased
consumption of water, the supply has been ample.
The verdict rendered in favor of James P. Thorndike for
damages to the Hurd & Grundy Mills, of which mention was
made in our last report, has been settled, the amount paid
being $1,825.
The only claim pending is that of Philander Ames, no
further action having been taken since our last report.
There has been constructed at the pond a waste-way of
granite, twenty-five feet wide, at an expense of $211,
Melrose paying one third of the amount.
The commission appointed to determine the point of high-
water mark have made their decision, and suitable monu-
ments have been established. We refer you to the report of
the Treasurer of Joint Water Boards for expense of same.
Receipts for water the past year, exclusive of town appro-
priation, $8,788.93.
The receipts of the past year were larger than anticipated,
$302 having been collected of Haywardville Rubber Co. on a
claim of several years’ standing. We estimate the income for
the year 1877, $8,400.
Your commissioners recommend appropriations for next
year as follows : —
For hydrants, school-houses, Town Hall, engine-
houses, etc $2,000 00
For maintenance 1,500 00
Treasurer
,
in
account
with
Malden,
Melrose,
and
Medford
Water
Boards.
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WATER TAKERS.
Whole number of water-takers per register, 1877, 890
Families ....... 814
Boarding-houses ...... 2
Stores and shops ...... 10
Manufactories ...... 6
Apothecaries ...... 2
Churches ...... 6
Printing-office ...... 1
School-houses ...... 7
Bake-house ...... 1
Dining-saloon ...... 1
Barber shop ...... 1
Aquariums ...... 3
Fish market ...... 1
Henneries ...... 2
Engine and hose houses .... 4
Halls 6
Greenhouses ...... 5
Private stables . . . . . . 36
Truck and cart stables . . . . . 16
Livery and boarding stables ... 4
Bailroad depot ...... 1
Ornamental fountains . . . . . 15
Public ornamental fountains .... 2
Public drinking-fountains .... 5
Fire hydrants ...... 80
Hand hose ....... 261
Number water-takers, 1876 .... 843
Increase over 1876 ..... 47
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CONSTRUCTION ACCOUNT.
Cost of Water Works to Jan. 1, 1876, as
per last report ..... $170,389 29
Expended this year as follows:
Boston Machine Co., gates and hydrants $314 64
Town of Malden, pipe . . . 183 60
One half Supt. Lane’s salary . . 500 00
L. T. Freeman, sand . . . 17 00
S. E. Benson, cement . . . 65 80
Bills for labor .... 161 10
Thomas Cunningham, pipe . . 102 50
Dalton Sc Ingersoll, material . . 100 46
Joel Atwood, boxes . . . 16 00
Salem Foundry, box covers . . 18 00
J. C. Howes, labor and material . 27 75
Thomas McCoubry, sharpening tools 22 10
$1,528 95
DAMAGES AND SUITS.
Paid J. D. Wilde, treasurer of Joint
Water Boards, to settle claims,
etc. (see page 39) . . . $700 00
$2,228 95
Cost of the Water Works, Jan. 1, 1877 . $172,618 24
The following brief statement will show the net cost of the
Water Works at this date, March 1, 1877 :—
Cost of constructing the works as shown . $172,618 24
Less direct appropriations of the town raised
for purpose of paying damages and suits :
1875 . .
. $9,604 00
1876 . . . 4,500 00
14,104 00
Amount carried forward $158,514 24
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Amount brought forward . . . $158,514 24
Less surplus from the maintenance account
for the years
1874 .... $1,877 00
1875 . . . . 611 60
1876 .... 3,839 66
1877 . . . . 658 99
987 25
Net cost of works $151,526 99
Amount of bonds issued . $150,000 00
Net cost more than bonds . 1,526 99
$151,526 99
See Town Treasurer’s report.
There is to the credit of the Sinking Fund $3,635 surplus
over expenses for the years 1872 and 1873.
MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT, 1876.
Paid bills as follows :—
S. E. Benson, cement $42 50
Town of Malden, pipe 232 62
L. T. Freeman, gravel 10 50
Bills for service pipe 791 06
M. J. Hearn, repairing block . 1 25
C. T. Stevens, damage to horse 12 00
C. Hayes, rubber cloth 3 00
N. E. News Co., ledger . 1 50
Joseph Edwards, painting indicator . 4 50
Davis & Farnum, iron bends 6 58
C. W. Badger, lead and oil 12 12
C. M. Clapp, rubber cloth 7 19
John Larrabee, services . 15 00
C. W. Polk, cotton cloth . 3 38
L. S. Metcalf, advertising 2 00
Amount carried forward . $1,145 20
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Amount brought forward . $1,145 20
Babb & Stephens, printing 26 00
F. T. & C. E. Palmer, lead and oil . 12 21
James Worthen, sundries 23 79
Thomas Cunningham, pipe 175 51
American Steam Gauge Co., water gauge . 50 00
Dalton & Ingersoll, material 57 00
W. W. Boardman, horse and wagon 19 25
Joel Atwood, boxes 43 18
Henry Barron, express . 18 08
Thomas McCoubry, sharpening tools 15 10
Small Brothers & Lovejoy, walnut . 1 25
Geo. B. Sargent, stamp . 8 50
M. C. Warren, hardware . 10 83
J. P. Deering, lumber 2 52
Boston & Maine Pailroad, freight 75
Whiton Brothers & Co., rope . 10 07
J. C. Howes, labor and material 152 01
Geo. W. Bartlett, horse hire 27 50
A. W. Lynde, blasting stone . 3 00
One half Supt. Lane’s salary 500 00
J. H. L. Anderson, horse hire . 1 00
Addison Lane, expense . 8 81
J. D. Wilde, services as Commissioner 100 00
W. Irving Ellis, “ “ 100 00
J. B. Simonds, “ “ 100 00
$2,611 56
1876. INTEREST.
April 1, Coupons on $50,000 bonds, $1,500 00
July 1, “ “ 100,000 “ 3,000 00
Oct. 1, “ “ 50,000 “ 1,500 00
1877.
Jan. 1, “ “ 100,000 “ 3,000 00
9,000 00
$11,611 56
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CONTRA.
Received from town :—
For the use of the water .
44 maintenance
RECEIPTS.
Received for service pipe laid .
44 44 stock sold .
4 4 4 4 gate ....
4 4 4 4 shutting off (penalty) .
4 4 4 4 notices
44 from Joint Water Boards .
4 4 4 4 town of Malden, for
care of gate-house
and repairs .
44 on account of water rates,
1876 .... 3,605 10
44 on account of water rates,
1877 .... 4,254 74
8,770 55
' $12,270 55
Expended as shown ..... 11,611 56
To the credit of the account, surplus over expenses
for the year $658 99
Furniture, tools, and stock on hand, Jan. 1, 1877 : —
Office furniture ..... $223 50
Tools of all kinds ..... 299 50
Stock 507 65
. $2,000 00
. 1,500 00
$3,500 00
$514 62
36 24
30 00.
2 00
1 40
25 00
301 45
$1,030 65
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT.
Melrose Water Commissioners :
Gentlemen
,
— I herewith submit to you my annual report
showing briefly some of the work done during the year end-
ing March 1, 1877 :—
i6
-inch main.
Only one leak has occurred on the main pipe leading from
the pond the past season, that in a joint which was repaired
without shutting off the water. In removing the cement to
repair this leak the pipe was found to be quite rusty and the
cement on the outside very poor. I would recommend that
when the frost is out of the ground that portion of pipe be
examined, and where the cement is poor have it removed
and again covered with good cement.
STREET MAINS.
But little call has been made for extension of main pipe
the past season ; and only 585 feet of four and six inch pipe
has been laid. 335 feet of four-inch pipe was laid on Charles
Street, and 250 feet of four and six inch on Emerson Street
and Bellevue Avenue. A portion of six-inch pipe on Vinton
Street, opposite Otis Street, has been taken up and relaid so
as to carry the pipe below the bottom of the culvert. Con-
siderable damage was done by lightning striking the pipe on
Florence Street, July 2d, causing an expense of about two
hundred and fifty dollars for repairs. Aside from this, but
few leaks have occurred.
THE POND.
Early in the summer several days were spent under the
direction of the Joint Water Boards in examining the borders
REPORT OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS 77
of the pond and removing whatever there was affecting the
purity of the water. Notwithstanding the very dry season,
Spot Pond still affords a good supply.
The following record will show the rise and fall of water
since my last report.
1876.
March 1.
“ 10 .
“ 20 .
“ 25.
June 10.
“ 20 .
RECORD.
Rise and Fall of the Pond , 1876-77.
The pond stood 10| inches below high-water mark.
10 inches below high water.
9 <( << <(
At high-water mark and remained until June 5th.
1 inch below high water.
4 inches below high water.
July 10. 12 it ti tl tl
“ 20. 16 ll tl ll It
“ 30. 14 it ti tl It
Aug. 10. 17 it ll ll it
“ 20. 19 tl ll It It
“ 30. 25 tl it It It
Sept. 10. 28 It tl It ll
“ 20. 27 ti it tl ll
“ 30. 30 tl it tl ll
Oct. 10. 32 ti ll ll ll
“ 20. 34 it tl ll tl
CO© 34 ii tl ll It
Nov. 6. 37 (( It tl tl
Nov. 20. 34 it ii It It
COp 25 it it ll tl
Dec. 10. 24 it It It tl
“ 20. 24 tl tl ll ll
oco 24 It ll ll ii
1877.
Jan. 10. 22 ii ll It ll
“ 20. 20 ll ti It tl
“ 30. 19 it ll It It
Feb. 10. 18 it It It It
“ 20. 17 it ll tl t
“ 28. 15 ii ll It l
The lowest point.
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HYDRANTS.
During the past season five new hydrants have been added
;
namely, one on Main Street south of Grove Street, one on
Ashland Street near the house of C. A. Messenger, one on
Florence Street opposite Hurd Street, one on Emerson Street
between the railroad and Vinton Street, all on old pipe
; also
one on Charles Street on new pipe. One on Berwic k Street
has been moved, having been set too far iuto the sidewalk.
Three have been taken up and new valves put in and again
reset, and three more dug up and the waste cleared out.
They are now believed to b6 in good order.
Number of hydrants now set, eighty.
GATES.
In shutting off to make repairs on the street mains some
of the sections were found to be larger than was necessary,
and during the past season the largest of these sections have
been made smaller by putting in additional gates, as fol-
lows : One four-inch gate on Melrose Street, west of Tre-
mont ; one four-inch on Vine Street, east of Essex ; one
four-inch on Myrtle, north of Essex Street; one four-inch
on Summer Street, south of Lynde Street ; one six-inch
gate on Vinton Street, south of Emerson Street; and two on
Florence Street, one in place of one broken by lightning and
also one at the lower end of the street opposite Mr. William
Bailey’s, and paid for by him.
Whole number at the present time, seventy-four.
SERVICE PIPE.
Number of new services added the past year, thirty-four.
Service pipe laid from main pipe to street line, 1,025 feet.
“ “ “ street line to cellar, 673 “
<<Total, 1,698
REPORT OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS. 79
Four leaks in service pipes have been repaired, and two
have been taken up and relaid to a greater depth. Thirty
stop-boxes have been replaced with new ones.
STOCK AND TOOLS.
Estimated value of stock on hand at the present
time is ....... $507 65
Tools of all kinds ...... 299 50
Total $807 15
Respectfully submitted.
ADDISON LANE,
Superintendent .
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Total Amount and Location of Distribution Pipes to
the Present Time.
Streets.
Feet of Pipe.
Hydrants.
Gates.
6-inch. 4-inch. 2-inch. 6-inch. 4-inch. 2-inch.
Eleventh 255 1
Third 287 • • •
.
1
Main 3784 478 • ^ . 8 2
Green 2700 3 1
Franklin 3155d 4 1
Vinton 3483d 436 • • • 5 2 1
Trenton . 1233 1331d • • • 1 3 2
Melrose 2339d • • • 1 1
Ashland 1475 • • • 2 2
Treraont 3180 • • . 2 4
Greenwood 324
Perkins 236 1
Baxter 484 • • • 1 1
Florence 1340d • • • 1 3
Maple and Poplar .... 2 1
Emerson 3977 • • • 5 * • 4
Youle 998d 342 1 , 9 1
Otis 780
Oakland 1161 • • • 1 # , 1
Linden Place 286
Cedar Park 898d • • • 2
Laurel . • 457
Cottage 1142 193 2 # , 2
Hurd 768 1
Berwick 122Hd • • • 1 , , 2
Herbert 220 158d
West Grove 287d • • • 1
Waverley Place • • • 690d • • • 1 , # 1
Foster I470d • • • 1 , # 3
Myrtle and Lake Avenue . • • • 3170 • • • 3 , . 5
Winthrop 695d 1
Vine 691 1
Essex 1437 • • • 4 , # 2
Willow 663
Short and Main 470d
Heading Hill 723 1 # , 1 1
Porter 2514d • • • 2 , # 1
School 495
Albion 222 1 # , 1
Pleasant 1125 1
’
Winter 241 1 . . •
Charles 335 . . . 1
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Total Amount and Location o? Distribution Pipes to
the Present Time. — ( Continued .
)
Streets.
Feet of Pipe.
Hydrants.
Gates.
6-inch. 4-inch. 2-inch. 6-inch. 4-inch. 2-inch.
Bellevue Avenue .... 100
Upham 3283 . . . 2 . . . 2
Stevens Place 216
2750 2 , , . 1
Grove 1366 1
Walnut 187£ 1
Lynde and Linwood . . . . . . 2960 3 . • . 1 • • •
Summer 701 2 ... 1
East Wyoming Avenue . • • • 1076 1
West “ “ 3
Chestnut 572
Mt. Vernon 394 1
Auburn 1
Winthrop Place 520 . • • 1
Belmont 376 1
High 376 1
Prospect ........ 1026 1 • • • 1
Essex and L Avenue . . 1082
Avon 422 1
Elm 1057 1
Howard 272 550 1 1
Upham and Del' .... 3488 3 . . 2
East 534 t * • • • 1
Washington 760 2
Irving 387 1
Emerson Place 251 1
Seventh 288 1
Wastes 27X24 51
80 Plugs 80
East Grove Street .... 1865 16 • • • 2 1
East Emerson Street . . 743£ 10 1
Totals 17,115 60,217 7,577 80 11 63 6
6
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WATER RATES.
DWELLING-HOUSES.
Occupied by one family, for the first faucet
For each additional faucet to be used by the same famil}',
When a house is occupied by more than one family and less
than four, one faucet only being used by all, for each
family .........
When a house is occupied by four or more families and but
one faucet is used for all, for each family .
Where a house is occupied by more than one family, the
highest rates will be charged for each family having
water carried into their part of the house.
For the first water-closet ......
For each additional water-closet .....
For hopper water- closet ......
For first bath-tub
For each additional bath-tub......
Provided that no private house shall pay more than $25
per year.
Per Year.
$6 00
2 00
5 00
4 00
5 00
3 00
8 00
5 00
3 00
BOARDING-HOUSES.
For the first faucet $10 00
For each additional faucet . . . . . . 2 00
For water-closet or bath-tub when used for boarders . 10 00
Other charges as above.
Where two faucets are used, one for hot and one for cold water,
both emptying into one vessel, but one charge will be made for
both.
STORES.
Occupied as office, shop, or similar purpose
For each additional faucet
For water-closet or urinal
$6 00 to 20 00
2 50
6 00
REPORT OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS. 83
STABLES.
For first horse $5 00
For each additional horse 3 00
For first cow 2 00
For each additional cow 1 00
FOR LIVERY, CLUB, AND BOARDING STABLES.
For first horse . . . . . . . $5 00
For each additional horse . . . . . . 3 00
The above includes water for washing carriages.
Where hose is used, $5 additional.
TRUCK AND CART STABLES.
For first horse $5 00
For each additional horse . . . . 2 00
The above includes water for washing carriages.
HOSE.
For sprinkling streets, washing windows, and similar uses, $3 00
When several desire to use the same hydrant for watering streets
or watering gardens, see Superintendent.
HOTELS.
For each bed for boarders and lodgers . . . . S3 00
BATHS.
For public baths, and for each bath in any hotel . . $10 00
For water-closet in public bath-houses . . . 10 00
STEAM-ENGINES.
For each stationary steam-engine working not over twelve
hours a day, for each horse-power . . . . $6 00
BUILDING PURPOSES.
For every cask of lime or cement used . $0 05
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ORNAMENTAL FOUNTAINS.
Ordinarily used three hours a day for a period of not more
than four months a year.
For a jet of one sixteenth of an inch . . .
. S3 00
For a jet of one eighth of an inch . . . . 5 00
For a jet of one quarter of an inch . . . . 8 00
To be cut off at the discretion of the Superintendent.
MANUFACTORIES.
And for all purposes not enumerated in the foregoing rates, special
contract to be made with the Water Board.
This schedule of prices was printed in a circular and dis-
tributed among the citizens, with this additional note : —
All parties wishing Spot Pond water introduced into their build-
ings will be required to sign an application for the same ; a book
for that purpose may be found at the Town Clerk’s office.
JOSEPH D. WILDE,
W. IRVING ELLIS,
J. R. SIMONDS,
Water
Commissioners.
SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
TRUSTEES
OF THE
MELROSE PUBLIC LIBRARY.

REPO RT.
The trustees of the Public Library present for your con-
sideration their sixth annual report.
The year has been one of good progress towards the com-
pletion of a library that shall be of practical benefit to all
classes in the community.
We have not been able to purchase very many of the more
popular works of fiction, but have expended the greater por-
tion of our funds in the addition of a varied and extensive
collection of works pertaining to history.
A casual examination of the library to-day will reveal the
change for the better instituted within the twelve mouths
now closed.
Three things needed attention at the opening of the year
:
First, the replacing of a large number of volumes worn out
in service. Second, the purchase of such books as were
needed to make up a standard for those desiring information
in English history. Third, a supplement to the catalogue of
the additions made to the library within a year.
The matter of replacing volumes worn out was attended
to promptly, and has been kept in view during the year, as
more of the older volumes became unfit for rebinding.
In regard to English history we are much indebted to
Justin Winsor, Esq., superintendent of the Boston Public
Library, for a set of his "Catalogue Notes on English
History.” These were received at the opening of the year,
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and commended themselves so well to our ideas of the uses
of a public library, that they were adopted. In order to
avail ourselves of their proper use it became necessary to
purchase many volumes, and the purchases have extended
through the whole year, until now we are nearly fitted for
that extensive reading of English history which ought to be
the purpose and aim of the young people of the town. Some
of the teachers have examined these notes, and it is hoped
others will take an early opportunity to do so, that they may
encourage scholars to plan courses of reading strengthening
to the mind and leading to the development of character.
The preparation of the supplement to the catalogue was
delayed until the middle of the year, to admit the greater
portion of the new books we had decided to purchase. It
was issued in October, printed in good form by our towns-
man Mr. T. W. Ripley, and makes a pamphlet of twenty
pages.
Since the issuing of the supplement the prices of the cata-
logues have been reduced to half their cost, viz., catalogues,
20 cents
;
supplements, 10 cents ; both together, 25 cents.
We have deemed this desirable that these pamphlets might
be in every home. It would save much time if all would
prepare their slips at home instead of waiting a long time at
the library for the opportunity to use one of the catalogues.
It is hoped all will avail themselves of the opportunity to
own a complete catalogue, especially as the prices have been
reduced to meet the demand.
We annex a list of our donors, and thank them heartily
for the interest they have shown in the welfare of the library.
Among the liberal donations of the year was that of Mr.
George P. Burnham, who presented fifty volumes. We have
also received from Mr. H. N. Perkins, of the Highlands, a
full set of Melrose town reports, from 1851 to 1876 inclu-
sive. These collections of reports are rare, and we shall
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bind them without delay, and place the volume on our
shelves.
The table of statistics accompanying will give the citizens
an idea of the work devolving upon the Librarian and Assist-
ant, — work which seems to increase rather than diminish : —
Donations.— Books .
Benson, S. E., Mrs., 7
Buck, J. L., 1
Burnham, George P., 50
Goss, Elbridge H., 2
Kidder, Frederic, 3
Parker, Annie, Miss, 1
* School Committee, 2
Upham, O., Mrs., 5
Williams, W. L., 1
72
Pamphlets.
Boston Public Library, 3
Bradlee, C. D., 1
Chicago Public Library, 1
Drake, S. A., 1
East St. Louis Library, 1
Lancaster * “ 1
Peabody “ 1
Poole, W. F., 1
Quincy Library, 1
Sundry persons, 2
Tufts College, 15
Watertown Library, 2
30
Whole number of pamphlets now in library, 135.
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Papers .
Jefferson, Daniel,
Kidder, Frederic,
Williams, W. L.,
The Literary World .
Harper's Magazine
,
1875.
The Melrose Journal .
Statistics.
Number of volumes in library, March 1, 1876,
“
“ purchased this year, 351
“ “ donated “ “ 72
discarded “ “
2,824
423
32
391
Number of volumes in library, March 1, 1877, 3,21£
Number of persons using library, March 1, 1876, 1,809
“ cards issued this year, 238
“ “ relinquished this year, 16
222
“ persons using library, March 1, 1877, 2,031
Largest number of volumes issued in one day,
Smallest
Average
<<
Whole
<<
««
<<
i i
Increase of circulation
357
“
“ (stormy) 21
Mondays, 60
not including Mondays, 208
in March, 2,380
in July, 1,830
in December, 1,822
January, 2,140
this year, 23,703
“ “ 1,111
This library year is equivalent to parts of one hundred and
forty-four days, viz., Wednesday and Saturday afternoons
and evenings, and Monday evenings from May 1, with the
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exception of the usual holidays. The examination just con-
cluded shows the books to be in fair condition ; two only are
unaccounted for. Four hundred and one books have been
rebound during the year. Forty-four books being worn out
have been replaced by new.
For the purpose of relieving the librarian Saturday even-
ings, and better accommodating the public, the experiment
of opening the library every Monday evening during the
year has been tried since May 1, 1876. The library has
oeen fairly patronized Monday evenings, twenty-five hundred
and .thirty-six volumes having been issued on this evening,
and the attendance is now increasing. We are aware that it
would be well to open the library more days in the week
rather than less, in fact we should be pleased to have it open
every day and evening. But the funds at the disposal of the
town do not warrant the heavy expense that would immedi-
ately become necessary, nor does the demand for books or
the size of our collection call for the change at present.
We trust to add such volumes from year to year as shall,
in time, build up a valuable library, available to all, and
appreciated and used by all to the extent of its resources.
For the ensuing year, for the purchase of books and library
expenses, we respectfully request an appropriation of four
hundred dollars and the dog tax.
Respectfully submitted.
In behalf of the trustees,
CHAS. C. BARRY,
Secretary .
Frederic Kidder,
Elbridge H. Goss,
Charles C. Barry,
A. A. Nichols,
Hannah Lynde,
y Trustees .
The
Melrose
Public
Library
in
account
with
E.
H.
Goss,
Treasurer.
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ANNUAL REPORT
OF TIIE
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
MELROSE, MASS.
1876 - 77 .
SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
S. A. RANLETT, Chairman. Mrs. A. V. LYNDE.
LAFAYETTE BURR, Secretary. Mrs. J. C. CURRIER.
W. IRVING ELLIS. Miss P. A. NORRIS.
TEACHERS.
ALONZO G. WHITMAN .
MARY L. CHARLES
EMMA A J. BUGBEE .
FRANCES H. TURNER .
LUCY W. BISBEE .
JULIA M. PORTER .
EMMA M. CATE .
CHASTINE EMERSON .
LOUISE P. ARNOLD
MARY E. NORRIS .
SARAH E. PRATT .
MARY M. GILMAN
HANNAH F. LEWIS
SUSAN D. MELCHER .
LYDIA MENDUM .
ETTA KILBRETII .
GEORGIE N. BORDMAN
High School.
First Grammar School.
Second “ “
Third “ “
Centre 3d “ “
Centre Intermediate School.
Lynde Street “ “
Vinton “ “ “
Centre Primary “
Lynde Street Primary “
Vinton “ “ “
Upham “ Mixed “
Green “ “ “
Highland “ “ “
Musical Instructor.
REPORT.
Fellow Citizens : — Among the many wise laws of this
State relating to education, one of the wisest is that which
requires an annual school report from each city and town.
It not only places the subject plainly before the people once
a year, but by the collecting of statistics and their careful
study by a competent board of education, defects may be
discovered in the system and remedied. The expense "per
capita ” in all towns is publicly shown, thus tending to check
extravagance in some, and induce liberality in others.
Your committee would rejoice to know that all their fellow
citizens wTere looking into these statistics and examining the
condition and standing of the schools, feeling convinced that
they would concur with them in the opinion that the schools
of this town will compare favorably with those of any in the
State. We therefore take pleasure in submitting the follow-
ing report : —
BUILDINGS.
The buildings are all in good repair. Many of them are
now old, and for many reasons unsuited to the proper com-
fort of the pupils. They were built to accommodate a much
smaller number than is now crowded into them. The loca-
tions of some are bleak and cheerless, and the construction
faulty as regards ventilation. It has been the constant study
and aim of your committee to remedy this latter defect, and
so far as possible, with the means at our disposal, to intro-
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duce such improvements as would give purer air and more
comfortable seats to the pupils. It is utterly impossible to
properly ventilate some of the buildings without entirely
reconstructing them, and at such au expense as would not be
authorized without a special vote of the town. The accident
wThich befell the Vinton Street building gave an opportunity
during the repairs to remedy the very defective ventilation
of two rooms which are occupied daily by one hundred or
more children, and the good results have been very apparent.
We would here suggest for your consideration, in view of
the probable catastrophe, if these schools had been in session
when struck by lightning, whether all our schools should not
be protected by lightning-rods. The expense would be con-
siderable, but might at some time be shown to be important
and justifiable.
During the summer, all the double desks were removed
from the Vinton and Lynde Street schools, and single desks
and seats of modern style introduced. The good effects in
the discipline have been marked. We hope to be able this
year to do the same in the other primary and mixed schools.
It is much better for children to sit by themselves, and a
thing which all parents desire.
The ventilation of the lower rooms in the High School
building has been a source of much complaint. Especially
is this the case in the Second Grammar School, which has
been overcrowded the past year. We have improved the
ventilation here by putting in a like ventilator to those in
the Centre School, which gives good satisfaction. We shall
probably have to do the same in other rooms in this building
as the scholars increase in number. Unless children can
have pure air to breathe, the school can be of little value to
them. To attempt to educate and develop the brain while
the body is weakened by the waste of force caused by breath-
ing foul air, is worse than useless. The constantly increasing
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number of children each year in our school-rooms tends to
make this evil greater, and the unfitness of some of the
buildings for schools more apparent. We shall make this
matter a subject of special attention, and do the best we
can to give the children all the pure air possible.
DISCIPLINE.
This question is one of the most difficult with which the
committee have to deal. The past year has been unusually free
from serious cases of insubordination, but there have been a few
trying ones. In only one of these have we been compelled to
resort to the extreme authority granted by the statutes, and
expel the pupil. Such action is not taken without long for-
bearance, nor until all means have failed of success. It has
been our earnest endeavor to conduct the schools upon the
principle of appealing to a child’s better qualities, and not to
brute force. Unfortunately the former method fails with
some. We are compelled to educate children in our schools
who are at home either subject to bad influences, or, what is
nearly the same thing, to none at all. The treatment of such
cases is difficult. Correction of a mild form amounts to
nothing, and oftentimes even severity fails. Then comes the
question of duty to all concerned, and whether one child
should be permitted to monopolize a teacher’s attention and
create constant trouble in his vicinity by petty tricks, idle-
ness, etc. The influence of some children in a school is
decidedly bad, and often is beyond the power of teachers to
counteract. A vulgar or deceitful child will contaminate, if
possible, all around him ; and very many acts cannot but
escape a teacher’s notice, however vigilant. The time when
children are most susceptible to good or evil influences is the
very time when the greatest care should be taken as to their
associates
; but by our present system it is necessary to
7
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trust largely to chance in sending a child to the public
schools. The question is now becoming important whether
all towns should not have some school set apart for refractory
children, where obedience can and will be enforced. We
shall endeavor to maintain the good character of our schools,
and when we feel that a pupil is beyond our power to lead
'* in the way he should go,” or is corrupting others by associ-
ation, we shall not hesitate to exert the legal authority and
expel.
MUSIC.
One of the pleasantest features of last summer’s exhibitions
was the music. The children entered into the singing with
spirit, showing remarkable proficiency in reading music, and
reflecting great credit upon their teacher. We should be
glad if the town would put it in our power to devote more
attention to music and have more frequent lessons than we
can now afford. It is a healthy exercise, an agreeable relief
from irksome study, and in the case of the younger schools
must have an excellent sanitary influence. We annex Mrs
Bordman’s report, feeling that she can more properly treat
this matter than the committee.
DRAWING.
Immediately after the action of the town a } ear ago in
regard to drawing, the subject was taken up by the commit-
tee. After careful examination and inquiry of experts, the
system of Walter Smith, used in Boston and many neighbor-
ing towns, was thought, if not the best, as good as any, and
was selected. It had been already used in some of the
schools, and was not new to many of the teachers. Consid-
ering that nearly all grades of schools were obliged to begin
at the beginning, it is not to be expected that we have yet
reached a perfect system. In the lower schools the books
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have not been used, but will be soon. The first and most
important thing was to drill the pupils in lines, angles, and
dimensions. This year we shall get all the schools at work
according to grades, and expect to show good results at the
summer exhibitions. Hereafter it is intended to have the
classes, as they progress, continue drawing in the High
School, until it is there a part of the work of each class.
The citizens can judge for themselves, by visiting the schools,
what has been accomplished in this branch of study.
)
BOOKS.
The laws regulating changes of text-books are now very
stringent, and no doubt it is best they should be so. The
policy of your committee has been to avoid such changes as
far as possible. There has long been a desire, however, to
have a change of readers. The constant use of the same
reader, the same pieces year after year, grows wearisome
and monotonous to both teachers and scholars
;
and last Sep-
tember a change was made by introducing Munroe’s readers
in all cases where it could be done by complying with the
law and saving the town all expense of furnishing books. In
another year the new readers will be used in all the schools.
The change was made at less expense to parents than it
would have been to provide the former reader, and seems to
have been cordially acquiesced in by all. The quickened
interest in this study, resulting from a change to fresh pieces
and pleasantly illustrated books, has been gratifying evi-
dence that it was well advised.
HIGH SCHOOL.
We submit with pleasure for your consideration the con-
dition of our High School at the present time. It has been
the aim of the committee and teachers to maintain the
standard of this school and render it worthy the title it
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bears. A High School should not be a higher Grammar
School, but as distinct from that grade as it is from a Univer-
sity. The laws of the State making it imperative that the
town shall maintain such a school, it should be the desire of
every citizen to make it a source of local pride, and by per-
sonal and united effort keep it select. It is pleasant to note
that this seems to be the general sentiment toward the school
as expressed by many citizens. It is gratifying to see that a
shrinkage of the lower classes of some previous years has
largely decreased, and that more pupils are availing them-
selves of the opportunity of going through to graduation
than heretofore. This is, no doubt, largely due to our
excellent teachers and the freedom from changes of the past
three years. The school is larger than ever before at this
time of the year, and very much good and useful work is
being done. The formation of a Greek class in September,
made it' necessary to alter in some respects the courses of
study ; and to this end a subcommittee, with the Principal,
who kindly devoted a part of his summer vacation to the
work, reorganized the system of study for the year, to
make it as easy and profitable as possible for the pupils.
It should not be forgotten that while Boston keeps its two
High Schools entirely distinct, in towns like this it is
necessary to conduct an English and Latin High School
under one roof and one board of instructors. The diffi-
culty of so doing is plain, and yet we contend that as
good results in scholarship are attained by our teachers.
In many High Schools the study of German, as well as
French, is open to pupils who desire it; and among the
possibilities of the coming year is the introduction of the
study of this language. Attention is called to the average
rank of the different classes, viz. : —
REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 101
First class .... 91 Third class . . . . 82.5
Second class . . . 85.4 Fourth class . . . 76.8
Average rank of the school . . . . 83.9
These figures are made up from the commencement of the
school year in September, 1876. Considering that the re-
quired standard is but 70, it will be seen that the average,
especially of the upper classes, is remarkably high. We
present, as usual, the names of the pupils and also the
courses of study as now arranged. The fourth year of the
English course is omitted. The question is still open
whether it is best to make this a three years’ course. If it
is decided to require four years, as with the other classes,
the last year will conform very nearly to that of the Classical
course.
CLASSICAL COURSE.
First Year.
Algebra.
Latin Grammar and Reader.
Bookkeeping.
English History.
Reading and Composition.
Second Year.
Algebra.
Geometry.
Caesar and Sallust.
Physiology.
Ancient Geography and History.
Reading and Composition.
Third Year.
Geometry.
Physics.
Sallust and Cicero.
French.
Fourth Year.
Geology.
Astronomy.
Botany.
Virgil.
English Literature and Composition. French.
COLLEGE COURSE.
First Year.
Algebra.
Latin Grammar and Reader.
English Analysis and Composition.
English History.
Reading and Composition.
Second Year.
Algebra.
Geometry.
Caesar and Sallust.
Greek Grammar and Reader.
English Composition.
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Third Year.
Geometry.
Ancient History and Geography.
Sallust and Cicero.
Anabasis.
Latin Prose Composition.
Fourth Tear.
Virgil (iEneid).
Latin Prose Composition.
Iliad.
Greek Prose Composition.
Review of Algebra.
Review of Geometry.
First Year.
Algebra.
Bookkeeping.
English History.
English Analysis and
Study of Authors.
Reading and Compo-
sition.
ENGLISH COURSE.
Second Year.
Algebra.
Geometry.
Physiology.
English Literature.
French.
Reading and Compo-
sition.
Third Year.
Geometry.
Physics.
French.
English Literature.
Trigonometry and Sur-
veying.
Reading and Compo-
sition.
Class of 1877
Bailey, Carrie Winthrop.
Barrett, Nellie Josephine.
Emerson, Georgie Theresa.
Lecraw, Lizzie Griffith.
Lovejoy, Minnie Barilla.
Lyall, Addie Louise.
McCoubry, Lizzie Anna.
Parker, Mary.
Sargent, Lulie Browne.
Vinton, Mary Isabel.
Worthen, Susie Strickland.
Babb, Edward Everett.
Average age, seventeen years ten months
Class of 1878.
Boardman, Ellen Carver.
Burr, Fannie Woodbury.
Damon, Nellie Bell.
Grundy, Emma Jane.
Jones, Anna May.
Selee, Lucie Cora.
Stratton, Nellie Maria.
Trowbridge, Clara Belle.
Upham, Mary Elizabeth.
Dole, William Andrews.
Average age, sixteen years ten months
Class of 1879.
Drake, Louise Isabel. Jones, Mary Alice.
Farnsworth, Minnie Louise. Edwards, William Herbert.
Gibbons, Hannah Jane. Ellis, William Berton.
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Kimball, Minnie Clifford. Heath, Benjamin Lincoln.
Lowe, Ada Estella. Jones, George Rich.
Robinson, Caroline Frances. Mansfield, George White.
Rorke, Mary Agatha. Morgan, Edward Currier.
Stantial, Amy Maria. Stantial, Eddie Brooks.
Stetson, Ruth Cushing. Start, Edwin Augustus.
Woodman, Minnie L Washburn, Charles Henry.
Burr, Arthur Markham. Williams, William Hall.
Coburn, George Lewis. Wills, George Augustin.
Average age, sixteen years one mouth.
Class of 1880.
Atwood, Emma S. Spear, Emilie S.
Averill, Abbie E. Stilphen, Annie F.
Blanchard, Hattie M. Sweet, Cordelia.
Brooks, Fannie H. Vinton, Abbie J.
Bryant, Grace A. Weeks, Emma A.
Ellis, Florence M. Wilde, Helen M.
Foster, Helen A. Bowen, Fred.
Gilman, Hattie M. E. Brown, Frank Q.
Goss, Mary A. Chandler, Herbert W.
Harris, Susan B. Gibbons, Joseph R.
Jackson, Fannie E. Hersey, Henry J.
Leavitt, Helen M. Jefferson, Mark S. W.
Leighton, Emma F. Johnson, Henry E.
Long, Annie P. Jones, Benjamin B.
Lovejoy, Helen J. Lewis, Elmer F.
Lynde, Mary. Littlefield, Albert L.
Merrill, Inez E. Merrill, Christopher G
Paul, Isabella. Myrick, Louis H.
Perkins, Nellie. Stone, Frank U.
Prentice, Ruth S. Wheeler, George E.
Snow, Frances L. Whowell, John.
Average age, fifteen years two months.
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GRAMMAR AND OTHER SCHOOLS.
The awarding of diplomas to the graduates of the First
Grammar School proved a wise measure. It was an incen-
tive to the pupils
;
and as some leave school at the end of
this course, it is proper they should receive some recognition
of their scholarship. Excellent work is being done in this
school
; but we would particularize only physiology, one of
the most important of all studies for the young. The chil-
dren have become greatly interested in this study under the
admirable teaching of Miss Turner, and will carry out of
this school a kind of knowledge which will always be of ben-
efit to them, if they will practise the precepts of hygiene
which they cannot fail to acquire.
It was thought advisable, during the winter term, to give
this school one session, since many of the pupils come long
distances over roads at times almost impassable during this
term. Although many of the parents petitioned the Board
to continue the one session through the year, it was not
thought best to do so. The intention was not to introduce
this system in the grammar grade, and the reasons for grant-
ing it during the winter term do not now exist. It has
tended to create a somewhat dissatisfied feeling in the other
grammar schools
;
and, as was the original intention, we have
returned to the two sessions.
The present condition of this school is a source of great
satisfaction to your committee.
We would call your attention to the probable necessity,
another fall, of forming a new school of the second grammar
grade, and ask its consideration in the appropriation. For
two or three years past, by a system of double promotion
(always injurious) and the employment of an assistant, it
has been possible to carry on this school under one head.
REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 105
It is over-crowded, to the prejudice of the children’s health,
and cannot possibly be so continued another year. It is
proposed to fit up a part of the upper High School Hall a« a
school-room, and divide the school into two, under separate
teachers. This course seems now imperative, and must be
adopted in the fall. Indeed, there is a growing necessity in
all the schools for more accommodations, and the time is not
far distant when the town will be forced to build more school
buildings. The citizens of the Highlands need better school
privileges, and we trust the town will soon build, in the
neighborhood of Melrose andTremont Streets, a school-house
on the plan of the Centre School, which will for many years
to come give them ample room.
All the schools below the grammar that take the children
from the north and northeast parts of the town are of the
mixed grade. The poor policy of sending primer scholars to
the same school-room with boys and girls of ten to twelve
years is too apparent to need any extended remarks, and
should not be endured by parents any longer than is posi-
tively necessary. Considering the great disadvantages under
which a mixed school is conducted, we are happy to report
them all in most excellent condition and under the best of
teaching.
We would lay particular stress upon the crowded condi-
tion of many of the schools. It is easy to see that the more
a teacher has in her charge the less time she can bestow
upon each ; and consequently all the children in a crowded
school must suffer more or less for attention. There is a
limit to the capacity of anybody to do justice to those under
their care ; and this limit is reached, we might say passed,
in some of our schools.
Some of the primary schools were so full at the com-
mencement of the September term that the question was
seriously discussed whether it would not be best to let half
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the children attend in the forenoon and half in the afternoon,
until the town provides larger accommodations for this
grade, as it must soon do. We may be compelled to adopt
this plan the coming fall.
During the fall term, we were obliged to have an assistant
in the Green Street School, and we now have one perma-
nently in the Second Grammar, as the school is so large that
it is not possible for one to conduct it alone and do justice
to the pupils. We are fortunate in having several competent
teachers whose services we are able to obtain as assistants
when needed.
The per cent of attendance of some of the younger schools
has been lowered by the prevalence of scarlet fever and
other diseases. We felt it our duty to adopt stringent rules
to exclude children from families where contagious diseases
existed, and our action was followed by an order from the
Board of Health of like import. This has, no doubt, done
much to check the dangerous spread of diseases among chil-
dren. At present there are very few absent on account of
sickness. The attendance in the lower schools always falls off
largely during the winter terms. The long distance some
have to go to school makes it hard for young children, and
parents keep them at home rather than send them over the
snow-blocked roads in our inclement winters. This accounts
for the much lower per cent of attendance in the mixed,
primary, and intermediate schools than in the higher grades.
At the commencement of the fail term, all of these schools
were very full, so much so as to require extra desks and
seats in some ; but they have now shrunk so as not to be
uncomfortably full. The spring term will bring in many,
and all of these schools will be large the rest of this year.
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EXPENSES.
Recognizing the fact that our fellow-citizens are, as they
should be in these times, jealous of the management of the
school funds, we would ask your attention to a few words
upon this subject.
In 1872-3, Melrose was the ninth town in the State in the
amount expended per capita for education.
In 1873-4, we were No. 13, the amount being $22.00 per
capita .
In 1874-5, we were No. 15, the amount being $20.15 per
capita .
In 1875-6, we were No. 30, the amount being $16.86 per
capita .
It will thus be seen that within three years the expense
per annum of educating each child in this town has been
reduced $5.14; and this steady reduction from the ninth to
the thirtieth town in ratio of expense per capita has been
attained without lowering the standard of the schools. The
expense per capita for the entire State for 1876 was $19.68,
or $2.82 per capita higher than our own. Melrose cannot,
therefore, be numbered among the towns that are extrava-
gant, being one that helps to reduce the average.
We submit these facts with considerable satisfaction, and
claim, without any further argument, that we have figures to
prove economical management.
It will be noticed that the contingent expenses exceed the
appropriation. There are good and sufficient reasons for
this. In the first place, $1,000 is not enough to keep in
repair and comfortable seven buildings, most of which are
old and worn out. No bills have been contracted that were
not considered necessary
;
but especial effort has been
directed towards making the buildings healthy, cleanly, and
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comfortable. We trust you will deem it proper to grant a
larger appropriation this year, in order that we may keep
within it.
We would add here, simply as a matter of record, that
there were last year in this State 305,776 school children
between five and fifteen years of age, and the amount
expended for their education was about $6,000,000.
The number of children in Melrose, May 1, 1876, between
five and fifteen years of age, was 815.
GENERAL REMARKS.
All systems, however perfect, are capable of improve-
ment, for as times change people change with them, and
what suits one generation ill fits the next. There is more or
less captious criticism of our present school system, and there
would be under any circumstances. Time and experience
regulate and improve. There is ample ground for the belief
that the present system is best adapted to the present gen-
eration. Our schools are not intended for gymnasiums, but
are to train the intellect. In these times it is the prevailing
sentiment that "the pen is mightier than the sword,” and
education is based largely upon that theory. The hours of
school, recess, vacation, and holidays are so arranged that no
child can suffer who is properly managed at home ; and all
have ample time for play and physical exercise. The re-
quired standard of scholarship is not based upon the brightest
but the average minds ; and there are few children in our
schools who, if they are faithful to their tasks, cannot easily
keep up to the standard. If all parents were as particular in
their care of children at home as our teachers are in school,
we should hear little complaint of over-study. It has been
the experience of the committee that the children who are
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overworked are those that are permitted to spend their
evenings at dances or sociables at a time of their lives when
they need regular and abundant sleep. It is not to be
wondered at, that some appear worn when they reach the
close of their school life ; but to charge it wholly to over-study
is absurd. We have pleasant schools and a superior corps
of teachers, many of whom have served the town long and
faithfully, are of mature experience and the best judgment.
The future welfare and character of the town depend very
much upon the education of the children who are now pass-
ing through our schools. A wise and generous policy in
dealing with them will at some time produce its good results
in a high order of citizens.
We have no doubt that you will, as heretofore, make
liberal provision for their support.
Respectfully submitted.
S. A. RANLETT,
For the Committee .
SCHOOL REGULATIONS.
Section 1 . The schools shall commence during the year
at 9 a. m. and 2 p. m., closing at 12 m. and 4 p. m. No
extended session allowed.
Sect. 2. The school year shall consist of forty weeks,
commencing on the first Monday in September, and closing
on the last Friday in June.
Vacations shall occur during the school year as follows : —
Close of Fall Term, from the Saturday previous to the
annual Thanksgiving to the Monday following.
Close of Winter Term, from the second Saturday to the
third Monday in February.
Close of Spring Term, from the fourth Saturday in April
to the first Monday in May.
Close of Summer Term, end of school year.
Also, all legal holidays.
Sect. 3. Teachers shall be in their school-rooms fifteen
minutes before the opening of the school, admitting pupils,
commencing exercises promptly at the hours specified.
Sect. 4. Teachers themselves shall hear all recitations.
Sect. 5. Teachers are not to absent themselves from
school, or procure substitutes, without the consent of the
committee. All such absences are to be distinctly recorded
in the school registers, and the chairman of the committee
notified of any unavoidable violation of this rule.
Sect. 6 . Teachers are required to report all damages to
school property, unless repairs are immediately made at the
expense of parent or guardian.
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Sect. 7. "The several school teachers shall faithfully
keep the registers furnished to them, and make due return
thereof to the School Committee ; and no teacher shall be
entitled to receive payment for services until the register,
properly filled up and completed , shall be so returned.”* A
fortnight’s notice required of resignations, except in case of
sickness.
Sect. 8. In case of inclement weather, when, in the
judgment of the committee, ft shall be thought proper to omit
the forenoon or afternoon session, notice will be given by
ringing the town bell at a quarter before 8 a. m. or a quarter
before 12 o’clock, a. m.
Sect. 9. Teachers may temporarily suspend pupils from
school for truancy or gross violation of rules, informing the
committee at once of such suspension, and the reason
therefor.
Sect. 10 . Pupils must attend schools in the district in
which they reside ; must be at least five years of age, and
obtain a permit, before entering, from the committee.
Alphabet scholars admitted only at the beginning of a term.
Sect. 11. Pupils are required to furnish themselves with
such text-books as are authorized by the committee. In
case of refusal or neglect, the books will be furnished by
the committee, and the town assessors be notified, that the
value may be collected from the parent or guardian. Orders
sent by teachers to the town agent must have the name of
the parent or guardian. Books furnished to indigent scholars
shall be considered the property of the school, and be retained
when the pupil is discharged.
Sect. 12. Pupils shall not be dismissed before the close
of the school ( alphabet classes excepted
)
without a written
request from the parent or guardian. Frequent and repeated
requests can be disregarded, and the committee informed of
* Extract from Revised Statutes.
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the evil. Parents shall be notified of absences or tardiness
of pupils when explanation or information is deemed neces-
sary.
Sect. 13. Pupils absent a term, or not present at the
quarterly examinations
,
shall he considered new pupils, liable
to lose their connection with their class, and needing on
their return a permit from the committee (alphabet scholars
excepted)
.
Sect. 14. Pupils shall have a recess of twenty minutes
at each morning session, and no pupil will be allowed to
leave the school-grounds without a special permit from the
teacher.
Sect. 15. Pupils guilty of defacing or injuring school-
houses, school-furniture, outbuildings, fences, or school
property in general, shall be subject to such penalty as the
statute prescribes or the committee deem proper.
Sect. 16. Pupils are not allowed in school-yards after
school-hours, Wednesday or Saturday afternoons, or during
holidays or vacations ; are not allowed in other school-yards
than their own, at any time, unless sent with messages.
Sect. 17. The duties of the several janitors shall be to
sweep each school-room and entry twice every week ; wash
the floors and windows during each of the vacations of May
and November ; clean and wash all outbuildings as often as
necessary ; keep steps and paths free from snow in winter
;
close gates when schools are not in session ; report to teach-
ers or committee all injuries to property; prepare and putin
the coal and wood, practise rigid economy in its use, and
have a general oversight of the buildings in their care. No
extra pay for any of the above services.
Sect. 18. No wares or amusements shall be advertised
in the schools without the consent of the committee.
Sect. 19. Teachers shall read to the pupils at such times
as they deem expedient any or all of the foregoing Rules
and Regulations.
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REPORT ON MUSIC
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF MELROSE,
Mrs. Georgie n. bordman,
MUSICAL INSTRUCTOR.
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I.
REPORT,
Melrose, Feb. 1, 1877.
Mr. Chairman and Members of the School Committee
:
—
I most respectfully submit the following report, showing
the present condition of the music in the public schools of
Melrose :—
First Grammar.
In this grade I have used "The Hour of Singing” almost
exclusively. The book contains many difficult part songs for
bass, tenor, alto, and soprano. Some of these the pupils
have learned and rendered with admirable taste, and in strict
accordance with all the rules of music. Three-part songs,
being less difficult and better adapted to the voices, are soon
perfected. The general deportment and interest shown by
the school has been all that I could possibly desire; and I
look forward from week to week with most delightful antici-
pations, knowing that in all my labors I shall be met more
than half-way by the united efforts of the school, and the
hearty co-operation of the principal, Miss Turner, whose
gentle but firm discipline shines along the ranks with most
gratifying effect.
Second Grammar.
As a large portion of the scholars in this school owned
"The Hour of Singing,” I thought best to adopt it here also,
using two-part songs, with the addition of tenor, if possible.
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The leading voices are among the best in town. Some of
the boys upon whom I depended last season for alto, have
arrived at that age when I know it is difficult for them to
sing or even produce musical sounds, so that in these in-
stances I consider them excusable. I always meet with a
kind welcome here, and knowing it is the hardest grade of
all for musical instruction, I allow the class to lean upon me
more than in the lower grades. Miss Bisbee fully sympa-
thizes with me in my work, and realizing the importance of
practice, she gives me all the time and assistance she can
afford, and do justice to her classes in other directions.
Third Grammar.
I have commenced with two-part syllable exercises here,
and the children are making excellent progress. We use the
five-cent book of graded exercises which gave the committee
so much pleasure last season, and from which I anticipate the
same gratifying results this year. Songs and melodies have
thus far been put upon the board, copied by the class, and
memorized, so that this necessitates an extra amount of labor
in the absence of books (an expense that I do not deem ex-
pedient this term) . The musical recitations show the care
and painstaking of the class, and Miss Porter endeavors in
all directions to assist me and keep the attention and interest
of the school as much as possible.
Centre Grammar.
The promotions have brought together in this grade truly
a bouquet of artists.” It is fully equal to last year, and I
think perhaps a little in advance. There are some remark-
ably clear, sweet voices, and the bulk of the class read readily,
which of course is the most delightful part of it, for both
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teacher and pupil. The children are wide awake and ener-
getic, and sing because they love to "and can’t help it.”
" Nature has given the breath of melody for science to perfect.”
I have selected choice songs from the "Third Music Reader,”
which have been put upon the board, copied and memorized.
No books have been introduced. Miss Cate has all the ner-
vous energy requisite to inspire her school, and to her I owe'
a great deal for the success and progress which has thus far
characterized the lessons and promoted the welfare and hap-
piness of the children.
Centre Intermediate. Vinton Street Intermediate.
Lynde Street Intermediate.
As these schools are about on an average, it will not be
necessary to specify each one. Whenever it is possible, I
am endeavoring to encourage two-part singing, for I think
that the sooner children become accustomed to hearing differ-
ent tones in harmony, the better it will be for them as they
rise to higher grades, and meet with greater difficulties. I
specially enjoy this grade of school, as there is more time
allowed me, and I do not feel as if I encroached on other
recitations. I have introduced a few of my little songs in
addition to black-board work, and also some motion songs,
which the children are at work upon now with hearty delight.
I have given away a great many of my publications, and here
make reference to one entitled "Transposition by Sharps”;
a simple form showing the gradual progressions of the nat-
ural scale up to four sharps, which I think the children com-
prehend, and will ultimately enjoy the benefit of. The
teachers all follow my plans with excellent success. In all
new departures from the natural scale, I know that in these
grades the work must be necessarily slow and sure.
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Centre Primary. Vinton Street Primary. Lynde
Street Primary.
Here we begin with the "ABC” of music. The simplest
forms of the scale are presented to the first classes only.
.
The babies are allowed to open their mouths, and carol forth
their little notes in their own natural way. The young ears
are soon attuned to each new lesson, and the power of imita-
tion is so strong that the room fills up at once with sweet
melody, and the song goes along its own right way without
much urging. Musical notation from the chart and hoard is
constantly presented, however, to the whole school, and the
little minds are exercised as far as commensurate with their
years and mental ability. The daily exercise for the teach-
ers in this direction is very hard, and requires a deal of pa-
tience. The result of their faithful labor is constantly before
me, and I fully appreciate every effort that is done for my
support and advantage.
Highland Mixed. Green Street Mixed.
It is impossible to grade the music in these schools, which
are made up of primary and intermediate classes. I am
glad to say that there is a vast improvement since the term
commenced. The schools seem more united, and the little
ones carry along their part with more precision. I am only
using one-part songs this season, with the addition of motion
songs and the Transposition paper before mentioned. I have
always felt a peculiar interest in these schools, from the
affectionate reception that is always waiting for me, and the
double-distilled anxiety in the hearts of the teachers to have
everything appear to my satisfaction. I always find many of
my best friends there.
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Upham Street Mixed.
I feel bound to close my report with a special reference to
the little school at the top of the hill. It is " so far and yet
so near ” to my heart. The class have learned this season
nine two-part songs from the music chart, in keys ranging
from one sharp and one flat up to four sharps and four flats.
This is a very remarkable and a very unusual thing in a
school of this grade. The progressions and intervals, in
many of these songs, would almost puzzle even a teacher at
first sight, and I have been perfectly astonished at the pro-
gress of this little school away on the outskirts. It has been
brought about by Miss Melcher’s energetic and persistent
drilling; and I think she deserves the warmest praise of the
committee for the happy result of her ambitious labors.
I have represented briefly the condition of the music in
the schools. If I could have visited each department once a
week, the improvement would have been much more rapid
and satisfactory, but I accepted the situation and have en-
deavored thus far to accomplish all that the time would allow.
The months have passed pleasantly, with no unfriendly dis-
cords, and my hours with the children are a constant reminder
that there is a great world of hearts always waiting to wel-
come me, while patient eyes look on and listening ears all
try to make each hour a most important chance to gather up
and treasure well "some new-born thought for mental calcu-
lation.”
Thanking the committee for past courtesies, and also for
the confidence which they have expressed in my efforts for
the cultivation of music in the public schools of Melrose,
I remain, very respectfully,
Mrs. GEORGIE N. BORDMAN,
Musical Instructor.

